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MEMURANDUM FOR: William C. I-lagmaier
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Rscovsry Directorate:

THROUGH: Robert J . Fenian

Regional Administraior, W
FEMA Region 9

FROM: Tinmthy B. Manner m m g new
Federal Coordinating Officer TIMOTHY B fiffifimm
FEMA-4724-DR-lfl MANNER mums

SUBJECT: Direct Housing Assistance Request fur FEW—4724~DR~HI

The purpsse of this memurandum is to rscommsnel approving the State: of Hawaii’s request,
dalsd August 30, 2023, fer Direct Hausing Assistance fur FEi‘viA4724—DR-Hl. The Housing
Assistance provisicm of the Individuals and Households Program Hill“), authorized by Seeder:
408 ofthe Rehert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act, 91' “Stafford Act,”
as implemented in 44 CFR. Part 206.l17 autherizss FEMA, to provide: Direct Assistance for
temporazy housing when eligible applicants are unable £0 obtain tempmary housing with
financial assistance due to a lack of available huusing rssourcssi FEMA detennines the

appropriate types of assistance based on considerations of cost~sffsctivsness, convenience to
disasisr survivnrs, and the suitability and availability cf the types of assistance to meet the posh
disaster hausing needs Direct Hanging Assistance may be providsd for periods 0f up ta 18
months from August 10, 2023., the date of the President’s declaration of a Major Disaster, to
February 1%, 2025.

The Hawaii wildfires have destroyed homss, land, and communities throughout the island of
Maui and have resulted in health and economic: impacts fluoughout Maui County. The wsst Maui
community (if Lahaina, populatiun 12,000 and once Hawaiils capital sustained the most fire
damagei

FEMA registratim data Show survivurs have a clear need for housing. As of Ssptembsr 5, 2023,
4,208 renters and 1,545 ownars have reported to FEMA that their damaged dwelling was
dfiSlI‘Gyfid. Of the 5,753 applicants that reported a destroyed damaged dwelling, 2,734 were

inspected. 2,471 of she 2,?34 were confirmed destroyed and 1,953 wars referred for housing
assistance. (fifths 1,953 referred, 1,889 hmissholds meat this Direct Housing eligibility critsria.

2025-FEFO-OO431-000009



 

(cent’ (1)

Upon review of the infnrmatien gathered frmn an initial aesessment, the number of eligible
applicants pmjected it) have a temporary housing need exceeds the number of available heusing
resources within Maui County. Many survivors are lengtime Maui residents; their recovery is
complicateti by the higher east ofhousing in other parts of the county. Public Housing is else at
capacity.

 

 

  

Direct Housing Eligible Additional Rental Resources
9/5 Datafmm M211 {PM} Dataimm Hawaii Fire Relief Website 9/5

QWfiEl’S Renters Total 1 BR ‘ 2 BR 3 BR 4 BR T013!
103 1?81 1339 {+126} 115 27 3 2 1e?        
 

As a result, Rental Assistance is insufficient to meet the housing need due in a lack of available
hanging resources. Increasing the Rental Assistance rate up in 125% of the Fair Market Rent
(FMR) rate established by the US. Department of Housing and Urban Development in else
inadequate to fulfill the need for temporary housing.

Maui Cnunty and the State of Hawaii centinue to evaluate all potentially viable options to
address the housing challenges in cantdination with the Sheltering and Housing Task Force. The
unique housing challenges fer this disaster, including the less of buildable lanai, the nest and
logistics of deploying resources to an island, and building and ende requirements, will require
innovative direct housing solutions)”

Based on the justification provided by the State of Hawaii I recnmmend direct housing
assistance in the forms at" Multifamily Lease and Repair and Direct Leann5 and Alternative
Transpnrlable Temperary Reusing Units (ATTHUS) fur the following IA. designated
counties: Maui. The Individual Assistance Program and Pnliey Guide {lAPPG} identifies multi~
family rental housing as a rental property that contains three at more dwelling units. 1 am
recommending a waiver to this policy to allow FEMA to identify anti repair eligible
multifamily housing units consisting at" two or more dwelling unite tn increase the number
of potential resources,

if approved appropriate forms (if direct housing assistance will be implemented in accordance
with the lAPPG. in addition, I will provide prior notification of the types of direct housing
assistance that will be implemented, including any ATTHUS selected in censu‘ltatinn with the
Assistant Administratnrs for the Logistics Management and Recovery Directerates.

if 1 determine the need meets the requirements for l’ennanent Housing {intintnmtinri3 , I will
pmviele a separate recnnnnenclation as warranted.

 

1 42 net; § enamel) and 44 man. § 286.1l7tb)(4)
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Ifyen have any questians or need any additional infomation, please contact FCQ Timothy
Manner at (202) 53 b95414.

  

CONCUR NON~CONCUR
William C. I-Iagmaier William C. Hagmaier
Assistant Administratur (Acting) Assistant Administrator (Acting)
Recovery Directarate Recovery Directorate

cc: Timuthy Manner, Ftaderal Coordinating Officer FEMA~4724~DRHI
Heather R. Smith, Recovery Division Director (Aating)
Jesus Ceja, Individual Assistance Branch Chis}: Regiort 9
Elizabeth Asche, Director, individuals Assistance Division (Acting)
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