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CHICAGO – The Biden-Harris Administration, through FEMA, announced today a
$38,181,390 Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities (BRIC) grant has
been awarded to the Mahoning Valley Sanitary District (MVSD) to strengthen and
improve the Mineral Ridge Dam. FEMA funds will be used to make upgrades and
modifications to the structure—which holds the source of drinking water for more
than 200,000 northeast Ohio residents—helping to ensure it can withstand the
probable maximum flood levels from a 500-year storm.

 With funds from the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law and as part of President Biden’s
Investing in America agenda, FEMA has infused extra money into existing grant
programs, supporting efforts like the Mineral Ridge Dam resilience project to
reduce disaster impacts and minimize future disaster costs. 

“FEMA’s Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities program seeks to shift
the focus from reactive disaster spending toward proactive investment in
community resilience,” said FEMA Region 5 Regional Administrator Tom Sivak.
“As the largest BRIC grant to be awarded by FEMA Region 5, today’s
announcement aligns with FEMA’s Year of Resilience commitment to spur game-
changing actions and build local capacity to withstand the threats of tomorrow.”

“Over the years, Ohio has witnessed many floods,” said Ohio Emergency
Management Agency Executive Director Sima Merick. “The Mineral Ridge Dam
BRIC project is a shining example of how the pre-disaster mitigation grant
program works towards helping communities become resilient.”

BRIC, FEMA’s pre-disaster mitigation grant program, aims to categorically shift
the federal focus away from reactive disaster spending toward research-
supported, proactive investment in community resilience. The BRIC program
provides funds to states, local communities, tribes and territories for eligible

Page 1 of 2

Page printed at fema.gov/press-release/20240325/biden-harris-administration-announces-
38m-fema-grant-mineral-ridge-dam

06/30/2024

https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20240325/biden-harris-administration-announces-38m-fema-grant-mineral-ridge-dam
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20240325/biden-harris-administration-announces-38m-fema-grant-mineral-ridge-dam
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20240325/biden-harris-administration-announces-38m-fema-grant-mineral-ridge-dam
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.gqh-2BaxUzlo7XKIuSly0rC1sjR1tKVui8-2BKTUvnctrLpjhwYfSgJTbcbO3bRu1AmQc4waGZrMcbCG-2FdJqxFpEMTbWgYcMGonWYTrccYMuHKBRe64hBMM23VbRBLeKDcpm0dhA_LyOzlL8IZNjM9i3fQQfGiusdoWhm3bW0zPwrKIy9JUNuTUdD5hLCXIPj7FH3WutkOL723YBhkN2WPCIf-2FOaQra-2FgU69bSNyRgEtRKQwvH6QKXqwoIezMlcJGUGgsvKYCPo-2FtfjIFzThQw2J-2BgOptNJ5UdxZLv214L61uoLhxgeh9Av2ek4ANFCblk2aDGRmNYSz8ErnS68suvgnsSnmNBNYUHAF5f4vVHvrg9qcrD-2FrLM0nxDhudMwso356mRXWTLUqUcTa9fbaL2PQZfGBaUOnAeMOcL5yJQSPBj5NbJ4zeHH9hCRQXwjYWMRHo2oa-2Bg-2FfgLsxFkIVrJV8Squ-2BLfVzJA80NxdE5mLJDz-2FxPEmY-3D
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.gqh-2BaxUzlo7XKIuSly0rC7yNLLDZF5wPqUPdGMQ8VxrxF5Ca5A-2FD-2FD-2B7WmYZiMffN-2F30KKUeYd6nuQbNgObTHVm04QKD2-2Bupd9ylu2j6ILhE3Oatr-2F2CpGvmkc1DBo94SxWvosKPA-2FtPvPy4PjW5rIBdaQVutUGunqNeH7KtaxU-3DsbBy_LyOzlL8IZNjM9i3fQQfGiusdoWhm3bW0zPwrKIy9JUNuTUdD5hLCXIPj7FH3WutkOL723YBhkN2WPCIf-2FOaQra-2FgU69bSNyRgEtRKQwvH6QKXqwoIezMlcJGUGgsvKYCPo-2FtfjIFzThQw2J-2BgOptNJ5UdxZLv214L61uoLhxgeh9Av2ek4ANFCblk2aDGRmNYSz8ErnS68suvgnsSnmNBN6oBQbZNS6zzSYReV6Z7vtRO1DvYzDRTLO1G4nOqDcG6pfAkpUQxIJ4lQD-2BEuIx2ljtSQKzZuERTLCx9Gof9xClO8YC5YzwReyi4WeWLfDtSbAu87XtcpizpWBe7YPE6aDS7uvWgcAD1lE7AOzvFUA-3D
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20240325/biden-harris-administration-announces-38m-fema-grant-mineral-ridge-dam
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20240325/biden-harris-administration-announces-38m-fema-grant-mineral-ridge-dam


mitigation measures that support a more resilient nation, reduce disaster suffering
and avoid future disaster costs. For this project, FEMA will pay 70% of the
$54,544,890 eligible project cost with the remaining 30% of the costs,
$16,367,334, provided by capital improvement funds.

Nearly $2.3 billion in BRIC funding was available in the FY22 notice of funding
opportunity. This was bolstered by $200 million thanks to the Bipartisan
Infrastructure Law funding. To learn more about FEMA’s BRIC program, visit
www.fema.gov/bric.

FEMA’s Year of Resilience initiative is building capacity across the country
through robust stakeholder engagement, mitigating against the risks of climate
change and promoting resilience nationwide. To learn more about FEMA’s role in
fostering climate resilience, visit FEMA and the Changing Climate | FEMA.gov. 
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