South Carolinians Affected by Hurricane
Helene Can Apply for FEMA Assistance
and SBA Disaster Loan at the Same Time

Release Date: Oktob 29, 2024

In addition to applying for FEMA assistance, homeowners and renters in
designated South Carolina counties have the option to apply for a low-interest
disaster loan from the U.S. Small Business Administration at various stages of
their recovery.

While FEMA doesn’t require survivors to apply for an SBA loan before being
considered for FEMA assistance, the SBA can offer financial support to individuals
and business owners to aid their recovery.

Homeowners and renters in Abbeville, Aiken, Allendale, Anderson, Bamberg,
Barnwell, Beaufort, Cherokee, Chester, Edgefield, Fairfield, Greenville,
Greenwood, Hampton, Jasper, Kershaw, Laurens, Lexington, McCormick,
Newberry, Oconee, Orangeburg, Pickens, Richland, Saluda, Spartanburg, Union
and York counties and the Catawba Indian Nation can apply for federal
assistance.

How To Apply for FEMA Assistance

The quickest way to apply is to go online to DisasterAssistance.gov.

To get in-person assistance, you can visit any Disaster Recovery Center. To find a
center close to you, please go to fema.gov/drc or text “DRC” and a Zip Code to
43362.

You can also apply using the FEMA App for mobile devices or calling toll-free 800-
621-3362. The telephone line is open every day. Help is available in many
languages. If you use a relay service, such as Video Relay Service (VRS),
captioned telephone or other service, give FEMA your number for that service.
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For a video with American Sign Language, voiceover and open captions about
how to apply for FEMA assistance, select this link FEMA programs are accessible
to survivors with disabilities and others with access and functional needs.

FEMA assistance is available for people with disabilities and others with access and functional |
How To Apply for SBA Disaster Loans

The SBA offers disaster loans to assist businesses, private nonprofits,
homeowners and renters with their recovery. Homeowners and renters are eligi-
ble to apply for disaster loans to repair or replace disaster-damaged or destroyed
real estate and damaged or destroyed personal property. Businesses and
nonprofits are eligible to apply for loans to cover physical damage. Economic
Injury Disaster Loans (EIDLS) are also available to qualified businesses and
nonprofits to help meet working capital needs caused by the disaster.
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