
Virgin Islanders with Property for Rent
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ST. CROIX, Virgin Islands – If you own a move-in ready home, apartment or
condominium that is available for rent, the Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) may be interested in leasing it for eligible survivors of hurricanes
Irma or Maria.

FEMA has authorized Direct Leasing as part of its Individual and Households
Program. Direct Leasing allows FEMA to rent housing units directly from property
owners to provide eligible disaster survivors a temporary place to live while they
are repairing their homes or looking for permanent housing. The agency leases
directly from property owners only in situations in which there is a severe shortage
of rental housing, such as here in the U.S. Virgin Islands. Direct Leasing is only
utilized in circumstances where a disaster survivor is unable to secure housing
with FEMA rental assistance.

The types of housing FEMA leases must meet certain criteria. The units must
meet standards for providing survivors a safe, sanitary and functional home. Also,
the location of the homes should not cause survivors undue hardship. For
example, FEMA takes into consideration commuting distance to work, road
conditions and proximity to schools.

Survivors who are approved for direct lease are required to maintain regular
contact with FEMA and go through a monthly recertification process to determine
their continued eligibility. Applicants deemed ineligible for continued assistance
may be given the option to sign a standard lease with the landlord to pay on their
own or vacate the rental unit. The maximum amount of time a survivor may live in
the rented unit is up to 18 months after the date of the disaster declaration.

FEMA includes monthly rent and utilities as part of the lease. However, residents
are responsible for amenity services, such as cable TV, internet and telephone
expenses.
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If you are a property owner interested in having your rental property considered for
Direct Lease, send an email to FEMA-USVI-DirectLease@fema.dhs.gov.

Additional details are available on FEMA’s Virgin Islands Facebook page at
https://www.facebook.com/FEMAUSVirginIslands/

###

Disaster recovery assistance is available without regard to race, color, religion,
nationality, sex, age, disability, English proficiency or economic status. If you or
someone you know has been discriminated against, call FEMA toll-free at 800-
621-3362 (voice, 711/VRS - Video Relay Service) (TTY: 800-462-7585).
Multilingual operators are available (press 2 for Spanish).

FEMA’s mission is to support our citizens and first responders to ensure that as a
nation we work together to build, sustain, and improve our capability to prepare
for, protect against, respond to, recover from, and mitigate all hazards.

For official information on the recovery effort following the hurricanes, please visit
www.informusvi.com or www.usviupdate.com. Follow us on social media at
twitter.com/femaregion2 and www.facebook.com/FEMAUSVirginIslands.

To donate or volunteer, contact the voluntary or charitable organization of your
choice through the National Voluntary Agencies Active in Disasters (NVOAD) at
www.nvoad.org.  For those who wish to help, cash donations offer voluntary
agencies the most flexibility in obtaining the most-needed resources and pumps
money into the local economy to help businesses recover. The Community
Foundation of the Virgin Islands also has the “Fund for the Virgin Islands” at
www.USVIrecovery.org.
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