Stations, we have Carl Cook, last name C O O K.  Mr. Cook is the FEMA Region X Mitigation Director.  Mr. Cook has 3 tracks for us today regarding the Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe’s participation in the National Flood Insurance Program.  In track one, Mr. Cook explains the National Flood Insurance Program’s Community Rating System.  The track runs 41 seconds; the outcue is, “… reduce their flood risk.”

COOK:

FEMA is celebrating, along with Lower Elwha Klallam Tribal Council the first year anniversary of the Tribe’s attainment of a class six rating in the Community Rating System.  Community Rating System is a component of the National Flood Insurance Program.  It is a program that rewards communities that go above and beyond the minimum criteria for participation in the National Flood Insurance Program and what it does is reduce the premiums for all those policyholders within the community.  It’s basically to try and encourage communities to take actions that reduce their flood risk.

In track two, Mr. Cook presents the history of the tribe’s participation in the National Flood Insurance Program and it’s importance to the Tribe.  The track runs 48 seconds; the outcue is, “… Community Rating System.”

COOK:

The Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe was the first tribal nation in Washington State to join the National Flood Insurance Program back in 1981.  It’s a 20-year anniversary for their participation.  The tribe was also the first in Washington to participate in Washington State Department of Ecology’s Flood Control Assistance Program.  So, they not only participated in the available program at the Federal Level, but also at the State level.  The importance of this is that the Tribal Council determined early on that they wanted to pursue actions that would ultimately reduce flood damages for residents on the reservation.  So, what we’re doing is celebrating the fact that the tribe is the first one in the nation to participate in the Community Rating System.

In track three, the final track, Mr. Cook tells us where to find more information.  The track runs 11 seconds; the outcue is 

COOK:

If you want to hear more about the Community Rating System, and other FEMA programs, I would encourage you to visit our website at www.FEMA.gov. 

