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FEMA REGION 10 MONTHLY HAZMAT

“UPDATE”


This monthly update is produced in an effort to keep hazardous materials team members, and other interested persons, up to date in the areas of exercises, training, counter terrorism, radiological, Chemical Stockpile Emergency Preparedness Program, Chemical-Biological hazards, and general interest.  If you have a contribution, wish other items posted in this “Update”, or would like to be added to the mailing list, please contact Mike Hammond at FEMA Region X headquarters at (425) 487 4775 or email at, mike.hammond@fema.gov.

Volume 5, #4

QUOTES OF THE MONTH

“ Nothing on earth can stop the man (Woman) with the right mental attitude from achieving his (her) goals; nothing on earth can help the man (woman) with the wrong mental attitude.”  Thomas Jefferson

“Dare to be what your best self knows you ought to be; dare to be a bigger human being than you have ever been.”  Norman Vincent Peale 

SERC, LEPC, RRT AND RISC (Regional Interagency Steering Committee) MEETINGS

WASHINGTON
TBD
OREGON
IHCC (Interagency Hazard Communication Council) this serves as the Oregon SERC. 2nd Thursday of every odd month, Salem.  0900 – 1500.


LEPC Meetings; 3rd Friday of every month, 0900 – 1500, Fire Marshal’s Office, Salem.

IDAHO
Contact Bill Bishop for more information.  (208) 422 5725.  

ALASKA
April 19 & 20, Anchorage.

RRT (WA, OR, ID)
TBD

AK-RRT
TBD

Northwest RISC
July 23, 2003, November 12, 2003, March 24, 2004.

Alaska RISC
July9 – 10, Anchorage a workshop with USACE (contact Dave Boughton at 425 487 4713 for more information, October 15, 2003, January 28, 2004.

LEPC MEETINGS

I am going to try this for a while, if you would like your meeting posted, 

let me know.  If it gets to be too much, I may have to cut it down a bit.

     LEPC
TIME & DATE             LOCATION

Snohomish County
April 1 0900
Snohomish County DEM

Snohomish County
May 6 0900

Snohomish County DEM

Snohomish County
June 3 0900
Snohomish County DEM

TRAINING AND EXERCISES

CONTACT THE PROVIDER OR MIKE HAMMOND FOR MORE INFORMATION. COURSE DATES AND TIMES MAY CHANGE, BE SURE TO CHECK BEFORE THE CLASS

DATE                    SUBJECT                   SPONSOR                    OTHER                

4-8 to 4-9-03
Rad/Nuc Awareness

DOJ/ODP


Grace Sayno




Train-the-trainer

New Jersey


702 295 7757

4-9-03

ICS, Basic &


Snohomish Co. WA

Chris Colmore




Intermediate


DEM
at Everett

425 423 7635

4-8 to 4-11-03
WMD Responder Series
Ellensburg, WA By

Dave Hodgeboom








WA DEM


800 562 6108

4-12 to 4-13-03
Emergency Response to
Camano Island Fire

Paul Wagner




Terrorism: Strategic

Camano Island, WA

360 445 3158




This is an NFA direct delivery class.

4-14 to 4-18-03
Chemistry of Hazardous 
Pullman, WA Fire

Bob Jones




Materials.


Dept.



425 453 3000 x104

4-14 to 4-15-03
Law Enforcement 

Whatcom Co., WA

Dave Hodgeboom




Response to Terrorism
BY WA DEM


800 562 6108

4-14 to 4-15-03
Emergency Response
Chelan Co. Fire Dist.
Bob Jones




to Terrorism: Basic

15, Leavenworth, WA
42 453 3000 x104




Concepts

4-15 to 4-17-03
Emergency Resp. to

Vancouver, WA By

Dave Hodgeboom




Terrorism Basic Concepts
WA DEM


800 562 6108

4-15 to 4-17-03
WMD Rad/Nuc

DOJ/ODP


Grace Sayno




Responder OPS

New Jersey


702 295 7757

4-21 to 4-24-03
On Scene Incident 

WSP Academy

Bob Jones




Command


Shelton, WA


425 453 3000 x104

4-21 to 4-25-03
ICS Series (6 courses)
Oregon Emergency Mngt.
Kelly Jo Jensen








at Keizer


503 378 2911 x246

4-22 to 4-24-03
Emergency Resp. to

Vancouver, WA by

Dave Hodgeboom




Terrorism, Operations
WA DEM


800 562 6108

4-24-03

Propane Emergencies
SeaTac Fire Dept

Ron Bowen




Train-The-Trainer

SeaTac, WA


360 753 0357




Offered by National Propane Gas Association, Free.  

4-26 to 4-27-03
Training Operations For
Lower Columbia College
Rob Dahl




Small Departments

Longview, WA

360 225 7076




This is an NFA Direct Delivery Class

4-28 to 4-30-03
CERT Train-The-Trainer
Eugene, OR by

Kelly Jo Jensen








OR Emergency Mngt.
503 378 2911 x246

4-28 to 5-1-03
CERT Train-The-Trainer
Warm Springs Indian
Tom Ward




For Tribal members

Khaneeta Resort

541 553 1634

4-29-03

Trucks and Terrorism
WSP Academy

Bob Jones








Shelton, WA


425 453 3000 x104

4-29 to 5-2-03
EMS Ops & Planning

Olympia, WA by

Dave Hodgeboom




for WMD


WA DEM


800 562 6108

4-30-03

Trucks and Terrorism
WSP Academy

Bob Jones








Shelton, WA


425 453 3000 x104

5-1 to 5-2-03
EMS Operations &

Camp Murray, WA

Dave Hodgeboom




Planning for WMD





800 562 6108

5-3 to 5-4-03
Emergency Response to
Kitsap Co. Station

Bob Jones




Terrorism Basic Concepts
#51, Silverdale, WA

425 453 3000 x104

5-5 to 5-9-03
Consequence 


Guam, By NICI

1-800 926 5637




Management: Terrorism

5-6 to 5-8-03
ICS Information Officer
Clackamas Co., OR

Casey Marley












503 655 8378

5-6 to 5-8-03
WMD Rad/Nuc 

DOJ/ODP


Grace Sayno




Responder Ops

New Jersey


702 295 7757

5-13 to 5-14-03
ICS Logistics Section
Washington Co., OR

Terry Dunton












503 642 0369

5-13 to 5-14-03
Intro to ICS


Clark County, WA

Deborah Needham












360 737 1911x3962

5-17 to 5-18-03
Training Operations for
Fire Training Academy
Bob Jones




Small Departments

North Bend, WA

425 453 3000




This is an NFA Direct Delivery Class

5-17 to 5-18-03
Incident Command 

Tacoma Fire Dept.

Bob Jones




System for EMS

Tacoma, WA


425 453 3000




This is an NFA Direct Delivery Class

5-19 to 5-23-03
HazMat Technician

Anchorage


Tom Wells




Train-the-trainer





907 343 1498

5-18 to 5-20-03
CERT Train-the-trainer
Bend, Oregon by

Kelly Jo Jensen








Oregon Em. Mngt.

503 378 2911 x246

5-28 to 30-03
     “          “


Coos Bay, OR


     “               “

6-2 to 6-4-03
     “          “


La Grande, OR

     “               “

6-9 to 6-11-03
     “          “


Grants Pass, OR

     “               “

6-2 to 6-3-03
Law Enforcement

Wenatchee, WA

Dave Hodgeboom




Response to Terrorism




800 562 6108

6-2 to 6-3-03
Intro to ICS


Columbia Co., OR

John Clouse













503 366 3905

6-3 to 6-4-03
Law Enforcement

Wenatchee, WA by

Dave Hodgeboom




Response to Terrorism
WA DEM


800 562 6108

6-9 to 6-11-03
Awareness & Operations
Spokane, WA


Bob Jones




Train-The-Trainer

Fire Dist 10


425 453 3000 x104

6-10 to 6-11

ICS



Anchorage


James 

Michelangelo

907 266 2600

6-11 to 6-13-03
EOC Operations

Moscow, ID

Dave Jackson












208 334 3460

6-12 to 6-13-03
EMS Tactical Consid-
WA State Patrol

Bob Jones




erations to Terrorism




425 453 3000 x104

6-14 to 6-15-03
Emergency Response to
WA State Patrol

Bob Jones




Terrorism: Tactical





425 423 3000 x104




Considerations: Company Officer

6-18-03

WMD Evidence 

Bellingham, WA

Dave Hodgeboom




Collection






800 562 6108

6-21 to 6-22-03
Emergency Response to
Snohomish, Co. WA

Bob Jones




Terrorism: Basic Concepts
Dept. of Emergency

425 453 3000 x104








Mngt at Everett

6-21 to 6-22-03
Arson Detection for the
Whatcom Co. Fire Dist
Leslie Peterson




First Responder

#4, Bellingham, WA

360 738 7420




This is an NFA Direct Delivery Class.

7-28 to 8-1-03
Air Monitoring Course
Anchorage


Tom Wells








Anchorage Fire & EPA
907
343 1498

8-16 to 8-17-03
Emergency Response to
Stevenson, WA

Bob Jones




Terrorism Basic Concepts




425 453 3000 x104

8-25 to 8-29-03
Disaster Response: All
Little Rock, AR

800 926 5637




Hazards


This is a NICI Course

9-15 to 9-19-03
Chemistry of Hazardous
Snohomish, Co., WA

Bob Jones




Materials


Emergency Mngt. At

425 453 3000 x104








Paine Field, Everett

9-15 to 9-17-03
Awareness & Operations
WSP Fire Training

Bob Jones




Train-The-Trainer

Academy, North Bend
425 453 3000 x104

9-22 to 9-25-03
HazMat On Scene

WSP Academy

Bob Jones




Incident Commander
Shelton, WA


425 453 3000 x104

SPECIAL NOTICE

April 5 and 6 (Saturday and Sunday) will be the Washington State HazMat Workshop at the HAMMER Training Facility in Richland, Washington.  The past two years have been very good, and this year should be the same.  For more information, contact Mark Ligman (WA DEM) 800 562 6108 or Ron Bowen (WA Fire Marshal’s Office) 360 753 0357.  This years topics include; Radiological awareness, building collapse, transportation, mass decon, household hazardous chemicals and streetwise HazMat.

ADDITIONAL TRAINING SITES OF NOTE

HAMMER TRAINING FACILITY

For additional HazMat (and other) classes, visit the HAMMER Training Facility web site at www.hammertraining.com.  The HAMMER facility is in Richland, Washington.    

FIRE SERVICE TRAINING FOR NATIONAL, REGIONAL AND AREA TRAINING

www.nationalfiretraining.gov 

also

www.nwcg.gov go to training.

FOR FEMA HOME STUDY COURSES, GO TO;             http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/IS/  .  Please note:  This is a new website address.  There have been several new courses added and one updated. All of these courses are free.

EXERCISES

DATE               LOCATION
                TYPE


CONTACT

April 1 & 2       TBD

                   TOPOFF Final

     “          “




         Planning Conference


May 2003         Seattle, King County      Full scale
           Butch Colvin

                        Washington State, and many other locations   202 305 2177

                        This is TOPOFF.

April 2 – 3, 03  Oregon.  Quakex
         Statewide - Oregon
Kelly Jo Jensen

                        Response





503 378 2911 x246

April 8 – 9        Oregon

         QUAKEX, Recovery
Kelly Jo Jensen








503 378 2911 x246

April 14 –23      TBD


         TOPOFF   Exercise
Bill Webb




          Meeting

425 487 4605

April 16            Snohomish County
Chem/Bio WMD
Roger Serra





2003 Full scale
425 423 7635





Exercise

4-23 –24-03       Astoria, OR

Deployment Drill
Roald Bendixon








206 220 7227

4-29-03             Vancouver, WA

Deployment Drill
John Schumacher








360 293 1601

May 1, 2003      Port Angeles, WA

Deployment Drill
John Schumacher








360 293 1601

May 5-11          TBD



TOPOFF Exercise
Bill Webb





Meeting

425 487 4605

May 8-16          Washington State and
Full Scale

     “          “

                         Chicago

May 20, 2003    Pasco, WA

         Tabletop, worst
Tracy Long





Case exercise

281 596 2502

3 June 2003     Oregon, Washington       Full Scale

Mike Hammond

                        Umatilla Chemical depot Drill


425 487 4775

June 3- 4          TBD


         TOPOFF After

Bill Webb




         Action Meeting
425 487 4605

June 10, 2003   Ferndale, WA
         Tabletop, Worst
Dan White




          Case Exercise

360 384 8416

June 14             Spokane, WA
         DOJ Chemical

Dave Byrnes




          Full scale

509 477 7606

June 19, 2003   Vancouver, WA
         Tabletop, worst
John Schumacher




          Case exercise

360 293 1601

June 25-27-03  Vancouver, BC               Northern Response
Dolph Diemont



                    IV


ddiemont@pacnorwest.uscg.mil

July 16             Richland, WA
         REP Ingestion Drill
Eleanor Castle








425 487 4697

August 3.          Idaho

  Communications

John Cline




  Exercise


208 334 3460

YOUR EXERCISE AND TRAINING DATES, LESSONS LEARNED, ALL ARE WELCOME, AND REQUESTED, AT THIS SITE, JUST EMAIL, OR REGULAR MAIL, THE INFORMATION TO ME.

MISCELLANEOUS ANNOUNCEMENTS

      Upcoming conferences and meetings

April 6 – 10.  Vancouver, B.C. International Oil Spill Conference.  For more information, www.iosc.org. 

April 13 – 16.  San Antonio.  9th Annual Industrial Wastes Technical and Regulatory Conference.  Concerns many water safety issues.  www.wef.org/conferences/IW2003/opening.jhtml. 

April 14 – 17.  Houston.  Managing the Terroristic Threat/Industrial Fire World.  www.fireworld.com. 

April 22 –25. Oklahoma City. Annual NASTTPO (National Association of SARA Title III Program Officials) conference.  See www.nasttpo.org for details. 

April 22 – 23.  Bellevue, WA.  Partners in Preparedness Workshop.  See http://capps.wsu.edu/emergencyprep. 

April 23.  Anchorage.  Statewide HazMat Response Workgroup.  Larry Iwamoto.

April 25 & 26.  Northbrook, Illinois.  15th Annual Midwest Hazardous Materials Planning & Response Conference.  Check it out at www.emerysafety.com. 

May 6 – 7.  Oregon Emergency Management workshop.  Hood River.  Contact Kelly Jo Jensen at 503 378 2911 x2246

May 6 – 8.  Force Protection Equipment Demonstration IV.  Quantico Marine Base, Virginia.  See www.fped4.org. 

May 29 to June 1.  Hunt Valley, MD.  IAFC International HazMat Response Teams 20th annual conference.  See the ichiefs website. 

June 2 – 6. Seattle.  LEIU 48th Annual training seminar – Criminal Intelligence and the War against Terrorism.  Ray Green at King Co. Sheriff 206 684 8968 or www.leiu2003seattle.org. 

June 8 – 11.  National Environmental Health Association conference, Reno.  See www.neha.org/tracks.html.  

June 23 – 27.  CSEPP National Conference.  For more information, contact Pat Massey, FEMA Region X 425 487 4743

July 31 – August 1.  Washington, D.C.  National Citizen Corps Conference.  Contact Fred Bretsch, FEMA Region X 425 487 4512.

September 23 & 24.  Washington State Emergency Managers Association Fall Training Conference.  Pasco, WA.  John Scheer  509 545 3546.

CHER-CAP HAPPENINGS

There are no other CHER- CAP projects in the works at this time.  If you are interested in CHER-CAP, give me a call.  I will be happy to talk to you or come to your location and give your community a presentation on CHER-CAP. 

NOTE

If you wish to order any of the items offered, please refer to the page and number of the item (if that applies); it helps me to understand more quickly what it is you are asking for.  Thank you.  

POTPOURRI

1) If you have a need for topographical maps, you might want to check out the following site, www.topozone.com.  This might be good for some areas of pre-planning for certain HazMat events. 

2) Wow, this one is different.  Ran across an article in a supplement to Occupational Safety & Health titled, “Scared Safe: How to use fear to Motivate Safety Involvement”.  I am not sure how I view this in the HazMat field, but it is available if you would like to see it.

3) If you are developing or gathering information on shelter-in-place, perhaps we can be of assistance to each other.  I am getting quite a file of articles on SIP.  If you would like to talk about what I have available, (I will try to put together a list soon) please call.  If you have a particular article that may be of assistance, please let me know and I will be happy to add it if I do not already have it on file.  

4) Several articles of interest from the CSEPP program and concerning Shelter-in-place;  From NICS are two brochures, one in Spanish and the other in English; “Shelter In Place; How to Protect Yourself and Your Family If There is Ever a Leak of Hazardous Chemicals In Your Community. I have copies of both of these available.  From CSEPP in Oregon, 1)  Ready, Set, Act!  A teaching guide and coloring book for grades K – 2.  This book talks about the CSEPP chemicals, how they came to be and how to protect yourself using SIP.  @)  The same thing (Teaching Guide and Coloring Book) for grades 2 – 5.  I have several extra copies and would be happy to share.   

5) Courtesy of Jim Mazza.  A website produced by a newspaper in North Dakota describing a train derailment that caused a toxic cloud of ammonia that threatened the lives of hundreds of people.  It is a good website and worth the visit for the information it provides.  Some very interesting public sentiments about response.  www.in-forum.com/specials/minot/index5.cfm. 

6) http://books.nap.edu/html/terrorism/ch7.html.  A good article titled, “Patient Decontamination and Mass Triage”.  Worth the trip.

7) The NIOSH Fire Fighter Fatality Investigation and Prevention Program brochure is available at, www.cdc.gov/niosh/pdfs/firefighterbrochure.pdf. 

8) According to the Federal Register, January 9, 2003, page 1341, the registration fee for shippers and carriers has been reduced for the next three years.  This means, more than likely, that HMEEP grants to the states will also be reduced. 

9) The February issue of Firehouse Magazine has a very good article on the Waverly, TN propane car explosion.  This, as you may recall, occurred in 1978 and has been used as an example of what can go wrong in a propane situation ever since.  The explosion killed six people and did a lot of damage.  Available.

10) For those of you who use the HMEEM (Hazardous Materials Exercise Evaluation Methodology) objective forms, to include the terrorism objective, I have these forms available electronically.  I also have hard copies of the same and the instruction book.  This is a very good method to use when evaluating a HazMat or terrorism exercise. 

11) Coming soon to a web page near you!!  The FEMA Region X web page will soon host a National Preparedness Division page.  We will highlight Citizen Corps, Anti-Terrorism, Assistance to Firefighters Grants, HazMat, Radiological, CSEPP, and Emergency Management Preparedness Grants.  With any luck, this will be available in early May.  I’ll keep you posted on the progress.  

12) The February/March issue of Hazardous Materials Management has a short article titled, “Decontamination; It’s Not Childs Play”.  It has a short story on a contaminated corpse.  Available.

13) The March issue of Police Magazine has a good article titled, “The Stuff of Life: Water is Essential to Survival, Especially on the Job”.  It is geared to Police officers, but applies to all of us.  Available.  

14) If you are considering a hazard assessment for your community, you might want to check out the state freight profiles that are available at the federal level.  All of the state profiles are found at, www.ops.fhwa.dot.gov/freight/state_profiles.htm.  Additional information can be found at, www.ops.fhwa.dot.gov/freight. 

15) If you have not visited the site lately, you should try www.lepcinfoexchange.com.  Lots of new information.  For example; new sections in FEMA for kids, risk management planning, the CSX tunnel fire in Baltimore, rail emergencies, and much, much more.  

16) The March/April issue of Every Second Counts has an interesting article o Meth tilted, “Spot the Hidden Danger: A New Threat is Cooking Behind Closed Doors in Neighborhoods Like Yours. Know the Signs”.  Available.

17) Among OSHA’s top 10 most violated standards for FY 02 are;  #2 1910 1200 Hazard Communications (RTK) and #4 1910.134 Respiratory Protection.  Heads Up.  

18) The US Department of Transportation has a CD for sale.  For $25.00 you can get 9 training modules related to transportation.  Check it out at http://hazmat.dot.gov/pubs.htm. 

19) FEMA has added another Independent Study Course, IS-139 Exercise Design. This is updated and more comprehensive than the old Community Exercises Course.  Check it out at, http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/IS/crslist.asp. 

20) One more time.  For lots of free stuff for the HazMat laptop, try www.duke.edu/~pirre001/hazmatlaptop.html.  Check it out.

21) Came across a product used to seal off catch basins and other drains. There are also a number of other products available to the HazMat field.  Try www.plugndike.com. 

22) If you plan for MCIs check out the website at, www.nmfi.org.  This 

was funded by the CDC and has training and other items of interest.

23) The January/February issue of the Homeland Protection 

Professional has an article titled, “The EOC in Action”.  Available.

24) The American Medical Association has developed a web site for 

Emergency Response and preparedness.  This is focused on physicians and the medical community, but might be worth the visit.  Try www.ama-assn.org/ama/pub/category/6206.html. 

25) If you are looking for more information on smallpox, visit this site.  

www.smallpox.gov.  In addition, there is also a guide at www.iafc.org/downloads/smallpoxguide2003.pdf. 

26) I still have several copies of the video, “Local Emergency Planning 

Committees: Guarding the Safety of Your Community” available if anyone would like one. 

27) FEMA’s multihazard GIS maps are available at, www.HazardMaps.gov. 

28) EPA has some new software.  The Toxics Release Inventory – Made Easy. Will help facilities in determining and completing their Emergency Planning and Community Right-To-Know obligations.  www.epa.gov/triinter/report/trime/patches.htm. 

AVAILABLE LIST

The Region X Lending Library List, consists of, books, videos, and CDs.  We have over 650 titles.  Some of the titles are; HazMat, Terrorism, Fire, Arson, Emergency Management, Floods and so forth.  These items are available (3 items at a time) by mail.  The only cost to you is to mail them back.  This list is available to all.  If you have not updated your mailing list in the last three months or so, you should order a new one.  You can do this by email or phone. 

VIDEOS, BOOKS AND CDs AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE LOAN

If you have a suggestion as to a book, CD or video you would like to see carried in the library, please forward that idea to me.  I will make every attempt to obtain whatever it is that you need.   

MODE

TITLE

REFERENCE #
  DESCRIPTION

      CD

Clan Labs

   TBD


99 Power Point 

Slides. From Martin Greene,

Massachusetts.

      CD

Principles of

    TBD

3 Disc set from




Building Construction


NFA




Noncombustible

      CD

Principles of

    TBD

3 Disc set from




Building Construction


NFA




Combustible

COUNTERTERRORISM

1) I must lead a sheltered life.  I just found another site for training. www.nici.org/Catalog/schedule.html. This is the National Interagency Civil/Military Institute, the California National Guard.  They have courses for free other than travel costs to the site and per diem.  I have included two of their classes in the training section above, but a trip to the site is also warranted. 

2) Niosh has now approved the Interspiro models Sporomatic S3 and Spirotek S3 9030, 6630, and 4530 respirators for use by Emergency Responders.  I have a copy of the article if you wish to see it.    

3) 4-page article from the Homeland Defense Journal titled, “Managing the Response to a Major Terrorist Event”.  Available. 

4) www.firstgov.gov/Topics/Protect_Yourself.shtml,  a site with lots of references and links to WMD topics.

5) In case anyone else might be trying to figure this one out, here is the latest that I have on the new INS (Immigration and Naturalization Service).  The Bureau of Citizenship and Immigration Services, will look after citizenship, refugees, asylum and adoption applications.  The Bureau of Immigration and Customs Enforcement, will look after deportation and investigations.  The Bureau of Customs and Border Protection, will look after border patrol, customs and agriculture. This is, of course, all under the Department of Homeland Security. 

6) Management of Domestic Incidents.  Homeland Security Presidential directive HSPD-5.  www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2003/02/20030228-9.html. 

7) I have available electronically a report titled, “The Century Foundation’s Homeland Security Project; Working Group on the Public’s Need to Know; The Anthrax Attacks”.  This report does an analysis of the relationship between the media and the government in the anthrax attacks.  Some interesting reading.  

8) Interesting website at, www.iraqwatch.org. 

9) Something to keep in mind.  On March 8 between 0300 and 0800 a marked Virginia county fire and rescue vehicle was broken into.  Taken was a rescue chief badge, orange helmet, three sets of pre-plans for locations in the county, and a portable radio with all the northern Virginia bands.  The case is under investigation, but it behooves us to be ware of this and take appropriate precautions.

10) Two articles of interest in the March issue of Firehouse magazine.  1)  Bioterrorism: Helping the Fire Service Prepare for the Worst.  2)  The Pesticide Challenge.  Both are available.

11) An article fro the Associated Press reads, in part, “Attorney General John Ashcroft said Tuesday he plans to crack down on companies that fall short of doing all they can to protect against possible environment-damaging terrorist attacks on pipelines, storage tanks, transportation networks, and industrial plants.  Emphasizing homeland security as an environmental issue, Ashcroft pledged to increase the Justice Department’s prosecution of civil cases to make operators of pipelines, fuel storage tanks, chemical plants, and drinking water facilities comply with environmental and safety laws”.  I’ll try to keep on top of this one.  

12) If you would like to see where the grant monies are going for FY 03, try http://grantwritingusa.com/hsu.html. This is for FEMA, TSA, DOJ and others. 

13) When you have a moment, you might want to check out, www.SEInet.org. Click on the SEI newsletter for February.  There are two interesting articles.  NFPA 1994 – Protective Ensembles for Chemical/Biological Terrorism Incidents, SCBA news, and also on protective clothing for emergency medial operations, NFPA 1999. 

14) At www.ready.gov/readygov_brochurev3.pdf,  is a short guide for personal preparedness titled, “Preparing Makes Sense, Get Ready Now. 

AFTERTHOUGHTS

From the Arizona “Gatekeeper”.  “Ft. Lauderdale firefighter Mike Reimer and a small group of hazardous materials specialists and fire officials were discussing ways to quickly and easily identify toxic substances that could be life-threatening to emergency workers.  They now use expensive, bulky detection devices that cost thousands of dollars to measure dangerous substances.  He recently displayed the HAZMAT Smart-Strip, a baseball card sized strip that detects eight categories of potentially hazardous toxins.  The strip, with squares that change color when exposed to chlorine, arsenic, cyanide, nerve agents and other hazardous materials that are often invisible and odorless, was developed with the help of the National Technology Transfer Center in Wheeling, a government-funded project that helps develop safety products for emergency personnel. “  From the Sun Sentinel.  I will try to locate more on this.  

ASSISTANCE TO FIREFIGHTERS GRANTS

REMINDER:  The deadline for applying for the firefighter grants is, at the time I am writing this, April 11.  If you have any last minute questions, call Rob Carnahan here at Region X, 425 487 4751.  The website for guidance download is, www.usfa.fema.gov/dhtml/inside-usfa/03prgguide.cfm. 

NEW HIRE

FEMA now has a person assigned to the National Interagency Fire Center (NIFC) in Boise, Idaho.  Michael Dougherty (Michael.Dougherty@fema.gov) is now the Fire Program Specialist assigned there.  Mikes duties will include; coordinating policy level recommendations on the Nation’s fire problem, identifying major program areas, setting of organizational and strategic priorities, determining possible solutions to such problems, and monitoring the progress to reduce the national fire loss.  In addition, there are a number of areas in the wildland fires arena that he will address.

POSITION OPENING, FEMA REGION X

Please check the following website for a position description of an opening at FEMA Region X in the CSEPP program.  This position will be stationed in Hermiston, Oregon, and is a GS 9/11/12.  www.fema.gov/career/get_desc.jsp?id=3982.  The closing date for this is April 15, so if you are interested, speed is of the essence.  

CERT – CITIZEN CORPS

On March 25 and 26, 2003 FEMA Region X held the first LEPC – Citizen Corps conference in the country.  Many thanks have to go to Fred Bretsch of Region X, and his crew of assistants for a job well done in putting on this successful conference with over 150 attendees from all of our four states and several Tribal representatives.  If you would like information on this, please call or email me.  Also, be sure to check the training section for upcoming CERT (Community Emergency Response Team) train-the-trainer classes coming up in region X.  Washington, Idaho and Alaska will be having CERT Train-the-trainers soon.  Be sure to check with your local Emergency Management office for times and places of these training classes.
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