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FEMA REGION 10 MONTHLY HAZMAT

“UPDATE”


This monthly update is produced in an effort to keep hazardous materials team members, and other interested persons, up to date in the areas of exercises, training, counter terrorism, radiological, Chemical Stockpile Emergency Preparedness Program, Chemical-Biological hazards, and general interest.  If you have a contribution, wish other items posted in this “Update”, or would like to be added to the mailing list, please contact Mike Hammond at FEMA Region X headquarters at (425) 487 4775 or email at, mike.hammond@fema.gov.

Volume 4, #7

QUOTES OF THE MONTH

“We are what we repeatedly do.  Excellence, then, is not an act, but a habit.”  Aristotle

“Be careful what you pretend to be because you are what you pretend to be.”  Kurt Vonnegut

                      

AVAILABLE LIST

Region X Lending Library List (Books, Videos, CDs, over 650 titles, by snail mail only) a free service.  (3 items at a time).  Last updated February 4, 2002.  These items are available to anyone who might be able to use them.

ATTENTION; if your copy of the reference library list is over three months old, you should request a new one. 

SERC, LEPC, RRT AND RISC (Regional Interagency Steering Committee) MEETINGS

WASHINGTON
September 23, Ocean Shores, WA., in conjunction with Washington Emergency Management Conference.
OREGON
July 12, Salem

IHCC (Interagency Hazard Communication Council) this serves as the Oregon SERC.


LEPC Meetings; Salem, July 12 and November 8.

IDAHO
Contact Bill Bishop for more information.  (208) 422 5725.  

ALASKA
TBA

RRT (WA, OR, ID)
September 25 – 26, Tri Cities, WA


January 29 – 30, 2003, Ocean Shores, WA

AK-RRT
TBD

Northwest RISC
July 9-11.  includes Response Operations Course in Seattle.  Contact Dave Boughton for more information at 425 487 4713.  November 13, March 26, 2003, July 16, 2003.

Alaska RISC
October 16,  February 19, 2003, June 18, 2003.

TRAINING AND EXERCISES

CONTACT THE PROVIDER OR MIKE HAMMOND FOR MORE INFORMATION. COURSE DATES AND TIMES MAY CHANGE, BE SURE TO CHECK BEFORE THE CLASS

DATE                    SUBJECT                   SPONSOR                    OTHER                

7-21 to 7-26-02
Emergency Response to
National Fire Academy
301 447 1035




Terrorism: Incident

Emmitsburg, MD




Management

7-16-02

WMD Awareness

Pullman, WA by WA

Dave Hodgeboom








Emergency mngt.

800 562 6108

7-17-02

WMD Operations

Pullman, WA, by WA

Dave Hodgeboom








Emergency mngt.

800 562 6108

7-18-02

WMD Incident

Pullman, WA. By WA

Dave Hodgeboom




Command


Emergency Mngt.

800 562 6108

7-19-02

Incident Response to
Pullman, WA. By WA

Dave Hodgeboom




Terrorist Bombings

Emergency mngt.

800 562 6108

7-27-02

Hazardous Materials

Vancouver, WA

Clark Co. FD 5




Emergency Response
By 14 agencies

360 759 4404




A Transcaaer course, also see website at www.nwrtc.org.  No fee.

8-6 to 8-7-02
Hospital Emergency 
Camp Murray, WA

Dave Hodgeboom




Department Management
By WA DEM


800 562 6108




Of Hazardous Materials Incidents

8-12 to 8-`6-02
HazMat Technician

Ft. Richardson, AK

Capt. Van Alstine








by 103rd CST


907 428 6665

8-19 to 8-23-02
HazMat Technician

     “               “

     “               “

8-19 to 8-21-02
Awareness-Operations
Paine Field, WA

Ron Bowen




Train the Trainer

At Snohomish Co DEM
360 753 0357

9-8 to 9-13-02
Emergency Response to
National Fire Academy
301 447 1035




Terrorism: Advanced

Emmitsburg, MD




Tactical Consequence management

9-10 to 9-11-02
Chemistry for Environ-
Region 10


Diane Ruthruff




mental Professionals
Exact location TBD

206 553 5139

9-12 to 9-13-02
Terrorism, EMS

 North Bend, WA

Bob Jones








WA Fire Training

425 423 3000 x104


9-14 to 9-15-02
Terrorism, Company
     
     “               “

     “               “




Officer

9-15 TO 9-21-02
Emergency Response to
National Fire Academy
301 447 1035




Terrorism: Incident Mngt.
Emmitsburg, MD

9-23 to 9-27-02
HazMat Technician

     “               “

     “               “

9-16 to 9-19-02
HazMat On-Scene

WA State Patrol

Bob Jones




Incident Command

at Shelton, WA

425 453 3000 x104

9-21-02

Railroad Emergency

Moses Lake, WA

Sam Lorenz




Response Training

by Grant County &

509 762 1462








WA DEM.  5 hours.  

10-8 to 10-11-02
Exercise Design and 
WA State at Camp

Roseanne Garrand




Evaluation


Murray


1-8---562-6108

10-19 to 10-20-02
Arson Detection for

NFA Course at North

Bob Jones




First Responders

Bend. Sponsored by WA
425 453 3000 x104








Fire Marshal.

11-9 to 11-10-02
Basic Life Support &

NFA Course at North

Bob Jones




Hazardous Materials

Bend, WA Sponsored

425 453 3000 x104




Response


by WA Fire Marshal.

HAMMER TRAINING FACILITY

For additional HazMat (and other) classes, visit the HAMMER Training Facility web site at www.hammertraining.com.  The HAMMER facility is in Richland, Washington.    

FOR FEMA HOME STUDY COURSES, GO TO;   www.fema.gov/emi/ishome.htm.  These courses are free.       
EXERCISES

DATE               LOCATION
                TYPE


CONTACT

7-02                  Cook Inlet, by              TBD


Larry Iwamoto

                         Marathon Oil




907 269 7683

7-15 – 18-02      WA., OR., Northern      Earthquake

Frank
Mazurkiewics

                         CA., and B.C.               Sponsored by Corps
503 808 3902




       Of Engineers


8-10-02             Tolovana River, AK      Field Deployment 
Larry Iwamoto

                         by Alyeska.





907 276 4441

9-15 to 21-02    Ingestion Pathway,      Full Scale                
Eleanor Castle

                         MS-1, EWAC Drill
       Tri-Cities, WA

425 487 4697


9-20 to 22-02    North Slope
       Field Deployment
Larry Iwamoto

                         by Alyeska       




907 276 4441         

9-17-02             Washington  & Oregon Functional

Eleanor Castle 425 487 4697

9-19-02             Delta River, AK
        Field Deployment
Larry Iwamoto

                        by Alyeska





907 276 4441 

May 2003         Seattle, King County     Full scale
           Butch Colvin

                        Washington State, and many other locations   202 305 2177

                         This is TOPOFF.

April 2 – 3, 03   Oregon.  Quakex
        Statewide

Kelly Jo Jensen








503 378 2911 x246

YOUR EXERCISE AND TRAINING DATES, LESSONS LEARNED, ALL ARE WELCOME, AND REQUESTED, AT THIS SITE, JUST EMAIL, OR REGULAR MAIL, THE INFORMATION TO ME.

MISCELLANEOUS ANNOUNCEMENTS

      Upcoming conferences

July 7 - 10.  12th World Conference on Disaster Management.  Toronto.  www.wcdm.org.

July 31 – August 1.  Seattle.  Conference on Occupational Hazards to Health Care Workers: Research and Prevention.  Contact Lauren Baker at ce@u.washington.edu. 

August 19 – 22.  Oregon Emergency Management Workshop, Eugene.  Contact Kelly Jo Jensen at 503 378 2911 x246

August 23 – 26.  Fire – Rescue International, Kansas City, MO.  www.ichiefs.org. 

September 8 – 11.  Orlando, Fl.  14th International Disaster Recovery Symposium and Exhibition.  See www.drj.com. 

September 9 – 13.  Seattle.  Bioterrorism and Emergency Public Health Preparedness:  The Summer Institute for Health Practice.  Contact Nedra Pautler 206 616 9245 or pautler@u.washington.edu. 

September 23 - ?  Ocean Shores, WA.  Washington State Emergency Management Association Conference.  See www.wsema.org.  More later.  

October 4-11.  San Diego.  National Safety Council Congress and Expo.  See www.congress.nsc.org. 

October 12 – 16.  International Association of Emergency Managers (IAEM), Columbus, Ohio.  See www.iaem.com. 

October 21 – 24.  Marriott Hotel & Marina, San Diego.  4th Decontamination Commodity Area Conference (DECON 2002).  See http://eNSTG.com/Register. Conference code number is 4TH42927.

October 29.  Chemical Safety: At Work and At Home.  Part of the Washington Governors Industrial Safety & Health Conference October 30 – 31.  Contact Char Alexander 360 902 5446 or alen235@lni.wa.gov. 

November 7 & 8.  Tempe, AZ.  Dangerous Goods in Dangerous Times.  See www.dgac.org. 

December 8 – 12.  Baltimore.  2002 EPA Region III Chemical Emergency Preparedness and Prevention Conference.  More information to come.  

CHER-CAP HAPPENINGS

The Kotzebue, Alaska, phase IV CHER-CAP exercise was held on June 4.    We had a fairly nice day,  in the 40s, and clear sky for the morning of the exercise.  The fog rolled in the day before and right after the exercise.  As a result, we were not able to have evaluators other than one who made it in before the fog.  When the ice breaks up and the wind is just right, they get fog.  In addition to the one evaluator who made it, we were also able to use one local evaluator and made everyone who participated a self-evaluator.  The hospital did a great job on the Decon process and all of the other agencies; Police, Fire, Public Works, Airport Fire, the City and the Borough government all contributed to a successful drill.  The final report will more than likely be done by sometime this month.  Prior to the exercise I conducted two classes for the Police Department in Law Enforcement responsibilities at a HAZMAT scene and worked several dry drills for the hospital.    

There are no other CHER- CAP projects in the works at this time, although Idaho has expressed an interest.  If you are interested in CHER-CAP, give me a call.  I will be happy to talk to you or come to your location and give your community a presentation on CHER-CAP. 

NOTE

If you wish to order any of the items I offer, please refer to the page and number of the item (if that applies); it helps me to understand more quickly what it is you are asking for.  Thank you.  

POTPOURRI

1)  The May issue of Environmental Protection magazine has an interesting article titled, “Invitation to Environmental Disaster”.  It is about WMD and how to prepare a business or agency.   In the same issue there is also a good article titled, “IAQ Problem Solving: An Overview of successful Techniques for Improving Indoor Air Quality”.  This is about sick buildings.  Both are available.  

2) If you have been following the news lately, you have noticed that one of the areas most dangerous to emergency responders is arriving on the scene alive and uninjured.  We have had a lot of people die in traffic accidents.   The May/June issue of “Every Second Counts” has an article titled, “Driver Training: Can it Help Fight the Number 2 Threat to Responders?”.  Available.

3) Law & Order Magazine, the May issue, has two good articles in it.  1)  Identifying Victims of High-Impact Incidents.  This is based on the events of September 11th.  2)  Locking Out the Good Guys.  What planning should take place at gated communities and other places with locked gates that slow down entry in an emergency.  If you do not have access, I have copies. 

4) In a recent discussion, a topic came up that I, for one, had never considered.  How many of you have ever talked with, checked with, trained or otherwise interacted with your medical examiners office personnel in regards to their protection from hazardous materials?  In the discussion I had, the person I was talking to had a discussion with the medial examiner in their community who had never before considered respiratory protection or other types of PPE related to chemical contamination other than what a medical examiner might normally deal with.  Is this something that needs to be addressed?  I would appreciate any comments you might have.   

5) If you would like to read an interesting article on hydrogen build-up in battery cabinets and see a picture of the results of what happens when one of these cabinets explodes, go to, www.ospmag.com/features/1999/h2_ohno.htm. 

6) For those of you who are hosting Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) classes and are looking for refresher education modules, try www.slcgov.com/fire/certweb.htm.  Looks like a lot of good information.

7) You may remember just 10 days after the attacks of September 11th, there was a huge explosion in France that was initially thought to be a terrorist incident.  There is now a summary (several pages) of what happened, and it was human error.  Go to www.saunalahti.fi/ility.  Go to the “What’s New” section

8) HELP.  If you know someone in one of the Tribal Governments in Region X, please pass along to them that I have a small amount of money available for HazMat specifically designated for Tribes.  This money can be used for planning, training, exercises, travel to training and several other areas.  This money must be used before the end of September.  Thank you.  

9) From our neighbors north of the border comes a document titled, “A Guide to Emergency Planning for Community Officials”.  Looks like a pretty good site and another way to look at things.  Go to, www.sgcs.gov.on.ca/english/public/emoguide/emo.html.  (For some reason this would not link, but the site is there.)

10) FEMA has a new guideline for KI (Potassium Iodide) for the public.  I have this available by electronic means if you would like to see it.  Along with this is a copy of the “Public Health Security and Bioterrorism Preparedness and Response Act of 2002”.  

11) At, www.cdc.gov/niosh/bldvent/2002-139.html, is the “Guidance for Protecting Building Environments From Airborne Chemical, Biological, or Radiological Attacks”.  Two other articles at the NIOS site are, Protecting Workers from Anthrax Infection at www.cdc.gov/niosh/02-142.html.  And Violence: Occupational Hazards in Hospitals at www.cdc.gov/niosh/2002-101.html. 

12) Transportation security guidelines for the U.S. Chemical industry are available at, www.americanchemistry.com/cmawebsite.nsf/s?readform&nnar-54bnk5. 

13) EPA has awarded it’s first water security grant to the Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission (must be the OTHER Washington).  You might alert your water providers to keep an eye open for more grants if they are concerned about water security.

14) EPA is also updating the health risk analysis for 33 toxic air pollutants.  For the updated analysis and other information related to it, try, www.epa.gov/ttn/atw/nata. 

15) At www.osha.gov/pub;ications/osha3154.pdf, there is a downloadable heat stress indicator.  Check it out.  

16) For those of you responsible for all-hazards planning, FEMA has the State and Local Guide (SLG) 101 Guide for All-Hazard Emergency Operations Planning available at, www.fema.gov/pte/gaheop.htm. 

17) I have a 6-page article on environmental groups that want to publish “worst-case” scenarios for all on the web.  This, of course, is contrary to what many want in not giving terrorists access to this sort of thing.  Available.

18) A suggestion on searching for those sometimes hard to find MSDS sheets.  Go to one of the search engines and in the search area type in the name of the material and add MSDS.  This is supposed to work rather well.

19) I have available a limited number of two charts from the National Response Team.  1)  National Response System (NCP 40 CFR Part 300)  an organizational chart for planning, response, relationship of Plans and ICS/UCS.  2)National Response System – Preparedness and Response – WMD/Terrorism.  How it is all organized.

20)  If you know anyone who purchased an EVAC-U8 smoke hood for the purpose of protecting themselves from tear gas or WMD agents.  There has been a recall and they may return those hoods.  They were not designed for anything other than escaping from smoke filled areas. 

21)  I believe I have included this before, but it is worth repeating.  If you are looking for Safety-related power point presentations, you can find over 220 of them available for download at, http://esf.uvm.edu/sirippt/powerpt.html.  Another place I checked out for Power Point presentations is, www.armyppt.com. In addition to all of the Army items, there are presentations on first aid, terrorism, NBC, and safety. 

22) Two documents available.  1)  National Response Team.  Technical Assistance for Anthrax Response. Interim-final Draft for Review.  April 2002.   2)  Observations and Lessons Learned From Anthrax Responses.  NRT Preparedness Committee.  Final Report.  Draft (2-26-02)  February 2002.  

23)  The USFA has released the updated document relating to infection control practices.  This was last done in 1992.  You may order the document or download it at www.usfa.fema.gov, click on publications.

24)  If you have a way to get the April issue of Firehouse Magazine, there are a lot of articles pertaining to the events o September 11.  If all else fails, I will be glad to loan mine out.  

25)  Three interesting articles in the May issue of Firehouse Magazine.  1)  Biological Terrorist Agents. Part 1 – Bacterial Agents.  2)  FDNY At Ground Zero.  3)  Domestic Terrorism: Planning for the Worst.  Available if you cannot find a copy.  

26)  The June issue of Firehouse Magazine (You can see that I am finally catching up a bit) has several articles on the Fire Department and September 11th.  Also available for loan.  

27)  Looking for a chemical compatibility chart?  You can find a good one at, www.labsafety.org/files/ChemicalCompatibility.htm. 

28)  I have a 5-page brief on NIIMS.  It mentions the 5 subsections and has the official proclamations of Alaska, the Coast Guard and New York on using a NIIMS based ICS as their working system.  Available.  

29)  The Washington Department of Ecology, which handles most meth lab cleanups in the state, reports the following trends;  Sites reported to  Ecology (labs and dump sites)  1998 – 347,  1999 – 786,  2000 – 1454,  2001 – 1890.  Responses by ecology alone during the same time periods (Responses by other agencies not reported) were;  1998 – 335,  1999 – 747,  2000 – 1353,  2001 – 1858.  Still a big problem.  

30)  The Organization for Economic Co-Operation and Development, has developed a web site called Chemical Accident Risk Assessment Thesaurus (CARAT).  It is an Internet database of analyses of laws, regulations, policies, definitions, and case studies related to risk-assessment in the context of chemical accident prevention, preparedness, and response from around the world.  You can check out the possibilities at, www.oecd.org/ehs/carat. 

31)  An item I picked up off the web is from California Office of emergency Services.  It is a 9-page outline for instruction in the ICS area titled, “Incident Termination”.  It addresses how to terminate an incident and how to conduct a debrief.  If you would like a copy, let me know.  As a matter of fact, try their website for a bunch more on ICS at, http://firescope.oes.ca.gov. 

32)  EPA is reassessing the cumulative risk of organophosphates.  According to the article, all but two have been declared safe.  For more information, see,  www.epa.gov/pesticides/cumulative. 

33)  At www.cdc.gov/niosh/emhaz2.html,  is “Suggested Guidance for Supervisors at Disaster Rescue Sites”.  It concerns a number of issues including potential chemical exposures and several other areas you might want to check out.  

34)  At www.acr.org/departments/educ/disaster_prep/disaster-planning.pdf, is a document titled, “Disaster Preparedness for Radiology Professionals:  Response to Radiological Terrorism.  A Primer for Radiologists, Radiation Oncologists and Medical Physicists”.  2002 dated.  

VIDEOS, BOOKS AND CDs AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE LOAN

These are new additions to the library

Due to a recent move in office spaces the reference library is temporarily out of service.  Hopefully, this will be remedied very soon.  Sorry for the inconvenience.  

The one video I do have new is the Region III EPA video titled, “Local Emergency Planning Committees: Guarding the Safety of Your Community”.  This video was mailed to every LEPC in the country, however, if you did not receive one for some reason I have a couple of extra copies.  

TERRORISM

1) I have a 7 page executive summary of the events of September 11.  This was written by FEMA.  Available by mail. 

2) At, www.intelcenter.com,  There is a report titled, al-Qaeda Tactic/Target Brief”.  This is for public release, and may be down loaded. 

3) At www.usdoj.gov/olp,  in the “What’s New” section, are the investigative guidelines approved by the Attorney General for terrorism and several other areas.

4) The U. S. Department of Education and the U. S. Secret Service have released a new guide titled, “Threat Assessment in Schools: A Guide to Managing Threatening Situations and to Creating Safe School Climates”.  It is available at, www.ed.gov/offices/OESE/SDFS/threatassessmentguide.doc. 

5) Available from IAFC and copies from me.  “Providing For the Common Defense: Requirements for the Nations Fire Service for Homeland Security.”

6) www.homelandsecurity.org/bulletin/ESDPMemoMayorsGov.pdf, is an article titled, “Preparing for Terrorism: What Governors and Mayors Should Do”. 

7) I am not sure where this is headed or what prompted it, but the following is from an article I received from Paul Maniscalco.  “VERSAR, Inc today announced that its homeland defense business, through its subsidiary, GEOMET Technologies, Inc., has been awarded nearly $1,000,000 to provide specialized personal protective equipment to enhance the capability of Federal, State and local levels of government to respond to weapons of mass destruction (WMD) and terrorist incidents involving the use of chemical, biological and radiological agents or devices.  This equipment will be used by WMD Firs Responders in the areas of fire, emergency medical, hazardous materials, and law enforcement services.  VERSAR believes that the large volume of personal protective orders within the last 60 days is the beginning of a demand cycle which is being stimulated by direct financial assistance to the States by the Federal Government to enhance the capability of State and local jurisdictions to respond to terrorist incidents.”  I’ll try to keep an eye on this one.  

8) The Department of Veterans Affairs, at its web site has a downloadable guide titled, “Biological, Chemical and Radiation Induced Illness, Clinical Practice Guidelines”.  See, www.ogp.med.va.gov/cpg/BCR/BCR_Base.html .

9) The National Academy Press of the National Academy of Science has placed all of their books on line for free access.  Several selections are highlighted following this.  These are free to read on line.  “Blast Mitigation for Structures”  “Detection of Explosives for Commercial Aviation Security”  See www.nap.edu/terror. 

10) According to a two-page article I have copies of, Interspiro is the first company to meet the new standards for an SCBA in protecting first responders in a WMD incident.  NIOSH approved.  See www.cdc.gov/niosh/interspup.html for further information.  

11) The American Trucking Association (ATA) has created a plan to use the 3 million drivers to watch for “suspicious” activity in the area of terrorism. They will use an industry sponsored toll-free line to report information.  Information will be screened and sent to the proper authorities. 

12) A full text of the Homeland Security Department, as delivered by the President, can be found at, www.whitehouse.gov/homeland.   

13) The Rand report titled, “Protecting Emergency Responders: Lessons Learned from Terrorist Attacks”, is available from, www.rand.org/publications/CF/CF176. 

14) For those of you interested in receiving a weekly report on terrorism, contact CWO2 Anthony Davis (USCG) at adavis@miomobile.uscg.mil. Tony is stationed at the Marine Safety office in Mobile, Alabama with the Coast Guard and puts out a weekly report titled, “Homeland Security Report”.  I have reviewed it, and it looks very good as another source of information.  The report leans to the Law Enforcement side, but there are other items of interest to many others.  The report I received for 10 June was 8 pages.  Hope you find it useful. 

15) If you, or someone in your agency or jurisdiction, are answering possible anthrax letter calls, then, perhaps, you should consider what level of PPE is required by OSHA and what you should do with this equipment when finished with the call.  See, www.osha.gov/bioterrorism/anthrax/faqs.html.  

16) According to an article I read in the Homeland Security Report, the EPA plans to begin requiring each of the nation’s 15,000 chemical facilities to judge its vulnerability to terror and criminal attacks and take steps to reduce the risks.  This one will be interesting. 

17) Version v1.5 of the “al-Qaeda Tactic/Target Brief”, is now available at www.intelcenter.com. 

18) The Emergency Response and Research Institute (ERRI) Annual Report of International Terrorist Activity for 2001 is now available at www.emergency.com/2002/erri_ter2001.pdf.  

19) At http://security.transportation.org/community/security/guides.html. You will find the following new documents.  1)  A Guide to Updating Highway Emergency Response Plans for Terrorist Incidents.  May 2002.  2)  A Guide to Highway Vulnerability Assessment for Critical Asset Identification and Protection. May 2002.  3)  A Guide to Highway Vulnerability Assessment for Critical asset Identification and Protection – Appendices A-F. 

AFTERTHOUGHTS

COMNET recently promoted the following web sites as resources for first responders;

Guide for the Selection of Chemical Agent and Toxic Industrial Material Detection Equipment for Emergency First Responders.  NIJ guide 100-00.  www.ncjrs.org/pdffiles1/nij/184450.pdf.  494 pages!!!

An Introduction to Biological Agent Detection Equipment for Emergency First Responders. NIJ Guide 101&#8211.  www.ncjrs.org/pdffiles1/nij/190747.pdf.  53 pages.

NIJ Critical Incident Technology Program.  www.ojp.usdoj.gov/nij/sciencetech/counter.htm. 

Guide for the Selection of Personal Protective Equipment for Emergency First Responders.  NIJ Guide 102.00.  www.ojp.usdoj.gov/nij/DRAFTGuide102VI.pdf.  118 pages.

Guide for the Selection of Chemical and Biological Decontamination Equipment for Emergency First Responders.  NIJ Guide 103&#8211.  www.ncjrs.org/pdffiles1/nij/189724.pdf.  96 pages.

Guide for the Selection of Communications Equipment for Emergency First Responders.  NIJ Guide 104&#8211.  www.ojp.usdoj.gov/nij/DRAFTGuide104VI.pdf.  65 pages.

The Interagency Board for Equipment Standardization and Interoperability.  www.iab.gov. 

National Law Enforcement and Corrections Technology Center.  www.nlectc.org/about/justnet.html. 

TSWG – Chemical, Biological, Radiological and Nuclear Countermeasures Subgroup. www.tswg.gov/tswg/cbrnc/cbrnc_ma.htm. 

INFRAGARD

The following is taken from a brochure from the Portland, Oregon FBI Field office.

“Americans and American businesses are growing increasingly aware of the kinds of physical threats we face from spies and terrorists – both domestic and international.  It is time to acknowledge the vulnerabilities we posses and identify effective, efficient ways to counter these criminal efforts.  

By their nature, many Oregon businesses and institutions have become attractive targets to those engaged in corporate espionage, foreign counter-intelligence and terrorism.  Take the high-tech industry: it is not only a major employer, but its research/development and production capabilities are key components within the national economy.  While high-tech companies may be likely targets, they are not the only ones.  Financial institutions, utilities, universities, research facilities, manufacturing companies, and service-based industries are all potential targets on any given day.

The National Infrastructure Protection Center sits within FBI Headquarters in Washington, DC.  NIPC is designed to serve as the federal governments focal point for threat assessment, warning, investigation and response to threats or actual attacks against the nation’s infrastructure.  A key component of NIPC’s work is the InfraGard program.  

The FBI’s InfraGard program allows private industry, the academic community, and the public sector to receive and exchange information with the FBI via secure internet connections about possible threats as well as to receive tools to help deal with those threats.  

InfraGard is one of the highest priority programs within the FBI’s Portland Division.  Please join with us to help secure our nation’s critical infrastructure and our economic well-being.”  

This program exists elsewhere in the nation also.  If you would like to know more about InfraGard, contact your local FBI office.  You may also visit the website at www.infragard.net.  In addition, I have a two-page flyer with more information about this program if you would like to review it.  
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