FEMA REGION 10 MONTHLY HAZMAT

“UPDATE”


This monthly update is produced in an effort to keep hazardous materials program personnel up to date in the areas of exercises, training, counter terrorism, radiological, Chemical Stockpile Emergency Preparedness Program, Chemical-Biological hazards  and general interest.  If you have a contribution, wish other items posted in this “Update”, or would like to be added to the mailing list, please contact Mike Hammond at FEMA Region X headquarters at (425) 487 4775 or email at, mike.hammond@fema.gov.

This update is for the period of 10-1-00 to 12-31-00.

QUOTES OF THE MONTH

“The quality of a person’s life is in direct proportion to their commitment to excellence, regardless of their chosen field of endeavor.”  Vince Lombardi  

“Life isn’t about finding yourself.  Life is about creating yourself.”   George Bernard Shaw

WEB PAGE HIGHLIGHT (YOUR ADDITIONS ARE WELCOME)

THE HAZMAT STORE 

www.thehazmatstore.com   

This is not an endorsement, but an information site.   The site has information on ergonomics, labels and labeling, software, first aid, PPE, placards and placarding,  regulations, respirators, shipping, and training and education.  A lot of different information for one site.                       

                              SERC, LEPC, AND RRT MEETINGS

WASHINGTON
October 4 in Oak Harbor, WA.  In conjunction with the Washington State Emergency Managers Association.
OREGON
November 16 & 17,  Warm Springs Reservation.


NOTE:  This is a change from the dates previously mentioned for October.
IDAHO
As Needed, Contact Bill Bishop for more information.  (208) 334 3263

ALASKA
11-7, 8 & 9-00   Anchorage  NOTE  This is a change from previous announcements that it was October in Fairbanks.


1-16 & 17-01     Anchorage


4-17 & 18-01     Juneau

RRT (WA, OR, ID)
12-5 & 6,  TBA,  Seattle area

AK-RRT
November, 00.  Location TBA

TRAINING AND EXERCISES

CONTACT THE PROVIDER OR MIKE HAMMOND FOR MORE INFORMATION. COURSE DATES AND TIMES MAY CHANGE, BE SURE TO CHECK BEFORE THE CLASS

DATE                    SUBJECT                   SPONSOR                    OTHER                

10-2 to 10-3-00
Introduction to ICS

Oregon at Clackamas 
Kelly Jo Jensen








County


253 378 2911

10-18-00

ICS Field Operations/ECC
Oregon Emergency Mngt
Kelly Jo Jensen




Integration


Location TBA


503 378 2911

10-26


Media Mngt & Presen-
Snohomish Co. Emerg.
Chris Colmore




tation.   2 hr


Mngt. Paine Field

425 423 7635

11-1 to 11-3-00
Technician Level 

Doubl-Kold Corp.

Kem Russell




Ammonia class

at Yakima Fire Training
509-248-9588

Center.  There is a charge for this class, please call for more information.

11-1-00

Ammonia Refresher

Yakima Fire training                “          “








There is a cost for this class, call for more








Information.

11-7-00

WMD Responder,

Bellingham, WA by 

Dave Hodgeboom




Operations


WA DEM


1-800-562-6108

11-9-00

WMD Incident Command
Bellingham, WA

Dave Hodgeboom








by WA DEM


1-800-562-6108

11-9 to 11-10-00
PIO



Clackamas Co, OR

Kelly Jo Jensen












503 378 2911

11-13 to 11-17-00
Principles of Emergency
Oregon Emergency Mngt
Kelly Jo Jensen




Management


Salem



503 378 2911

11-14-00

WMD Responder

Camp Murray, WA

Dave Hodgeboom




Awareness


by WA DEM


1-8---562=6108

11-15-00

WMD Responder

Camp Murray, WA

Dave Hodgeboom




Operations


by WA DEM


1-800-562-6108

11-15 to 11-16-00
Introduction to ICS

Oregon at Columbia 

Kelly Jo Jensen








County


503 378 2911

11-16-00

WMD Incident Command
Camp Murray, WA

Dave Hodgeboom








by WA DEM


1-800-562-6108

12-5 to 12-6-00
Logistics Section, ICS
Salem, OR


 Kelly Jo Jensen












503 378 2911

12-5 to 12-8-00
Exercise Design &

Paine Field, WA

Gerald Jenson




Evaluation


by WA DEM


1-800-562-6108

12-8


WMD Responder

Camp Murray, WA

Dave Hodgeboom




Awareness


by WA DEM


1-800-562-6108

12-11 to 12-13-00
PIO



Clackamas Co. OR

 Kelly Jo Jensen












 503 378 2911

HOME  STUDY  COURSE  HIGHLIGHT
IS 301   RADIOLOGICAL  EMERGENCY  RESPONSE.  This course is a prerequisite to the resident course, S301 RERO.  The goal of this course is to provide a learning experience in which participants demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of radiological protection and response principles, guidelines, and regulations to prepare them for the operations course.   see  www.fema.gov/emi/crslist.htm 

EXERCISES

DATE               LOCATION
                TYPE


CONTACT

10-5 & 6     Arco, Cherry Point
Facility Tabletop
Scott McCreery  360-676-0837 

                  Blaine, WA

10-10         Tesoro, Port Angeles,
Facility tabletop 
John Schumacher, 360 293 1601

                   WA.


and deployment

10-16         Terminal 250, 

Deployment 

Bill Stowell, 253 627 5711

                  Tacoma, WA

10-24          GATX Terminals
Tabletop &

Paul Gallagher 206 768 1458

                   Seattle


Deployment

10-26          Naval Air Station
Tabletop

Jim Johnston, 360 257 4430

                   Oak Harbor, WA

10-31           Rainier Petroleum
Tabletop &

Brad Roberson, 206 623 3480

                   Seattle


Deployment

11-02          Tosco, Ferndale,
Tabletop, worst
Dan Whittaker, 360 384 8416

                   WA


case

11-8            Navy, Bremerton
Tabletop &

Tammy Brown 260 476 1842

                       


deployment, worst case

11-15 & 16  ARCO, Seattle

Tabletop & 

Brenda Donovan, 503 240 0385

                    Harbor Island

Deployment, worst case.

11-28 & 29  Trans Mt. Pipe-
Tabletop, Worst 
Scott McCreery 360 676 0837

                    line, Bellingham,       case 







  

                    WA area

12-5            US Oil & Refining
Facility tabletop
Mike Condon 425 235 7743

                   Tacoma

           Location TBD

12-6             Olympic Pipeline
Tabletop, Location
  “             “             “

                    Renton, WA

YOUR EXERCISE AND TRAINING DATES ARE WELCOME, AND REQUESTED, AT THIS SITE, JUST EMAIL, OR REGULAR MAIL, THE INFORMATION TO ME.

MISCELLANEOUS ANNOUNCEMENTS

      Upcoming conferences

THE NEW MILLENIUM – THE ROAD AHEAD.  13th Annual Emergency Preparedness Conference. Vancouver, BC.  http://epma.bc.ca/epc 

International Association of Emergency Managers.  November 4-7-00 in Austin, Texas.  For more information see, www.iaem.com .

First International Global Disaster Information Network Information Technology Exposition and Conference.   October 9 – 11, Honolulu.  See www.erim-int.com/CONF/CDIN/announcement.html. 

Second national Symposium on Medical and Public Health Response to Bioterrorism: Public Health Emergency and National Security Threat.  Will take place November 28 – 29 at the Marriott Wardman Park Hotel in Washington, DC.  See – www.hopkins-biodefense.org. 

Hazardous Materials Advisory Council, Semi-annual conference titled, “Managing Risks”. will be held at the Savannah DeSoto Hilton in Savannah, GA November 8-10,2000.  For more information call Sean Bellew (914) 355 4204.

CHER-CAP HAPPENINGS

The month of September held two prominent CHER-CAPs.  On September 16, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania conducted its phase four drill.  This exercise incorporated a criminal incident component to include even more of the response community.  The industry partner in this one was Puritan Products.  A large number of participants were involved in this very successful endeavor.

On September 20 the largest ever CHER-CAP was held in Caddo-Bossier Parishes, Louisiana.  This also included a criminal element.  Over 270 “victims” were treated at 10 area hospitals.  Almost 100 organization took part in this exercise.  The event was video taped, so perhaps this will be available if you would like to see what went on.

Clovis-Portalis, New Mexico also participated, but I have no additional  information on that exercise yet.

Are you ready for a CHER-CAP?  If so, contact your state HazMat contact.

If you need brochures on CHER-CAP, would like a video explaining the program or would like me to appear in person at your location to give a presentation and answer questions about CHER-CAP, please call or email, I would be very glad to help you decide if this program is for you.

POTPOURRI

1) More information is now available on the rules affecting the posting of information on the internet regarding the Clean Air Act.  This is all related to the 1999 Chemical Safety Information, site security and Fuels Regulatory Relief Act.  Some information will be posted on the internet, but specific locations of chemicals will not be posted.  There are several places to get information on the new rules.  You should make sure that your local LEPC is aware of these changes, if they are not already, and work with them to ensure safety in your local area.  Try www.epa.gov/ceppo. 

even download it if you wish,   www.coe-dmha.org/dr/flash.htm. 

2)   Are you aware of the Cameo guru?  Do you have questions, comments or snide remarks about Cameo? Do you wish you had Cameo, but don’t know where to find it?  If so, the person you need to contact for all your Cameo needs is none other than Frank Bovee of Region X EPA.  Frank can be contacted at, Bovee.Frank@epa.gov.  His landline number is, (206) 663 0269.  If you have Cameo, you should now be getting news items from him.  Two of them came in the month of September.  If you are not getting these for some reason and would like to get these timely and valuable notices, please contact him and ask to be added to his mailing list.  The latest information concerns data backup and an item I will cover later.  

3)   A new rule in the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations of the DOT, will require all unfit trucks to either improve or stop operating their trucks involved in interstate commerce within 60 days of identification.  If anything more develops on this, I will include it here.

4)   According to an article in Occupational Safety & Health,  “OSHA’s Susan Harwood, Training Grants Program, is looking for proposals targeting immigrant, contingent and other vulnerable workers, small business employers and employees and workers in jobs with high-risk activities or hazards, such as the construction industry, for proposals by non-profit organizations for 4.7 million in grants for safety and health training.   Applications are being accepted until October 27.”  I do not have any further information than this, but it might be something to pass on to local non-profit groups in your community.  

5)   Washington State readers only.  It appears that WISHA is doing some clean-up work on several statutes.  The information that should be in WAC 296.62 will now be there, or at least it will be soon.  If you have not checked out their website, it is worth a look at; www.lni.wa.gov/wisha. 

6)  The following is from an article in the Lab Safety newsletter.  Do you follow the “Rule of Three”?  This refers to using three sources of information on response decisions at a chemical spill.   The reason for this is that many times the MSDS sheet does not have sufficient information needed for a particular response.  This is especially true when one chemical might interact with another chemical.  What other sources do you use?   The following web sites may be good references to check out;

www.nsc.org/ehc/cameo.htm
www.chemfinder.camsoft.com
ntp-server.niehs.nih.gov/main_pages/chem.-hs.html 

response.restoration.noaa.gov/chemaids/react.html

www.usfa.feme.gov/hazmat
www.orcbs.msu.edu/chemical/nfpa/nfpa.html
www.cdc.gov/niosh/npg.html
www.hazard.com
7)   Did you know?  Gleaned from the Occupational Health and Safety News.  “Products labeled as ‘MSHA-approved’ are not endorsed by the agency….the MSHA label only signifies the agency tested the product, and found it to be suitable for its intended use.”

8)   An additional chemical is being proposed for addition to the TRI (Toxic Release Inventory) list.  It is proposed only, at this time, and the chemical is called diisononyl phthalate.  It is suspected of causing cancer and other problems.  Speaking of the TRI, there is now a new and improved website available for TRI information.  To access this site, go to www.epa.gov/triexplorer. Additional information by state is available at www.epa.gov/tri/tri98. 

9)   A few statistics on one of HazMat’s big problems, meth labs.  In San Diego 33% of men and women arrested tested positive for meth use.  In Sacramento, 24% of men and 29% of women tested positive and in Salt Lake 20% of men and 31% of women were positive.  If we had statistics from our areas, I wonder if they would be any different?  

10)   Interesting article.   In the September 2000 edition of Law and Order magazine there is a short article titled, “Don’t Ever Lie to the Media, But…”  The article talks about a case where the press were lied to in order to save the life of a victim.  Even at that, it talks about the necessity to explain the circumstances as soon as possible.  If you do not have access to the magazine, let me know and I will send a copy of the article.  

11)   This was gleaned from an EPA publication out of Region III.  “Americlean has introduced a new remote drum punch and sampling system, the Portable Penetrator.  The system can be operated by a single person and can be remotely controlled up to 5 miles away thus eliminating the potential for human exposure. The Portable Penetrator penetrates drums under field conditions and seals them.  Its unique design permits controlled venting, sampling and neutralization of drum contents.  For information, contact George Adams of Americlean at (618) 254 6032.”  Note, this is not an endorsement. 

12)   Something to keep in the back of your mind.  In Jerusalem, the Health Ministry there has declared that the West Nile Virus is at an “epidemic” level.  This disease is spread by mosquitoes, and has been found in birds in this country.  I will keep a more watchful eye on this one.  

13)   HUD has introduce emaps.  If you want to know what Epa is doing near where you live or work, this program will let you know.  A warning, however.  It seems the response has been so large that they already need a larger server, so waiting time is a factor.  I tried it on my home address and got a few sites I was not aware of.  Try www.hud.gov/emaps, and be patient or wait a week or two.

14)   A North Carolina HazMat team reported on the testing of a new device called a, “Minimitter”.   This device allows the monitoring of pulse, movement, temperature, and, in the near future, O2 perfusion, of a responder.  It fits on the waist and allows monitoring of a team of four people.  Since it is new, the cost is high at $18,000.  If the price comes down and more information becomes available, I will provide more information.

15)   A stirring of life in the National Response Team (NRT) has resulted in several things being considered.  First, there will be a call for the editing of NRT-1 in several areas, and a new and separate document (NRT-=1B?) to possibly include OPA and RMP, has been discussed.  In addition,  the idea was discussed to make available electronically lessons learned from incidents and exercises.  If this is done, it will be compiled by ICS function.  This sounds like some ideas long overdue, and I will keep you informed as information becomes available.

16)   The September issue of the Natural Hazards Observer has a good article on lessons learned in the Los Alamos (Cerro Grande) fires.  Although this publication is aimed at natural disasters, there is a wealth of information contained in each issue.  This may be a repeat, but it is worth it.  The publication is free in the US and is available by request from, Natural Hazards Research and Applications Information Center, Institute of Behavioral Science #6, University of Colorado at Boulder, Campus Box 482, Boulder, CO     80309-0482.

17)   In Idaho I came across a decon shower that is portable.  It is partly inflatable and a rigid frame for the shower.  The web site for this product is, www.scspill.com.  Looked pretty good to me.  I also have a copy of their brochures.  

18)Available through the net or a copy from me is an example template Sports Medicine Emergency Plan.  See www.ncaa.org/sports_sciences/emergency_plan.html. 

19)   Body Chemistry.  CALCIUM:  99% of the body’s calcium is incorporated in the bones.  The remaining 1% of calcium plays important roles in nerve and muscle function, blood clotting, enzyme activation and cell membrane function.  Elevated calcium levels are associated with excessive vitamin D intake, elevated levels of parathyroid hormone, and with some malignancies.  Reduced calcium levels are found in vitamin D deficiencies, with low levels of parathyroid hormone and in certain kidney diseases.  TOTAL PROTEIN:  The measure of total protein includes the concentration of albumin and globulins.  Individual proteins in the blood have many separate and important functions such as enzymes, as antibodies, and as transport or carrier molecules.  Proteins can be broken down in the liver to produce other proteins and can be converted into carbohydrates and fats.  Increased total protein can be found in dehydration due to severe vomiting of diarrhea, and in other types of adrenal disease.  Low levels of total protein are associated with kidney disease, liver disease and reduced protein intake or reduced protein absorption.  

20)   Just picked up some information on an item called, “Turboflare”.  It is an non-incendiary road flare.  The unit is sealed and safe for HazMat environments.  They are not, however, cheap.  If you would be interested in learning more about this see.   www.turbo-flare.com. 

21)   CAMEO “UPDATES”  Please refer back to item #1.  CAMEO v1.2.1 is now available for download from the CAMEO website.  See. www.epa.gov/ceppo/cameo. (This is the CAMEO home page)  If you have installed CAMEO v1.2.1, please send a note to Frank Bovee of Region X EPA so that he can keep track of the users and let them know of further upgrades.  Frank can be reached at Bovee.Frank@epa.gov. EPA is establishing a CAMEO news service email list.  It is highly recommended that you subscribe to this service at www.epa.gov/swercepp/cameo/request.htm#NewsService.   Other recommended home pages;   Short Versions of CAMEO Guides, www.epa.gov/ceppo/cameo/tours.htm.  NOAA (lots of good info and planning items)  http://response.restoration.noaa.gov.   Gary Hilbert private CAMEO support web page, www.cameosupport.com/index.htm.  You can get the BACKUPS.EXE installation kit at this site, you will find it on the “Tipsheet” section at the bottom.  

For the users in Washington State, two people deserve special attention and recognition for their efforts to ease the problems of entering Tier Two data into CAMEO.  These people are:  Idell Hansen and Sadie Whitener from the Washington Department of Ecology Community Right to Know Unit.  Idell and Sadie have managed to put together a program which will allow you to download Tier Two data from the State right into CAMEO.  Reporters in Washington can now, through this epcramail system, send their information from one or more facilities, electronically to the state and they can upload it directly to the states database.  This work was done in conjunction with Frank and allows fire departments to have rapid and easy access to the information available.  To find out more about this system or to request the data for your version of CAMEO (Only version v.1.2.1) write or email Idell at,  Idell Hansen, Washington Department of Ecology Community right to Know Unit, P.O. Box 47659, Olympia, WA 98504-7659.  Phone (360) 407 6727 and email, ihan461@ecy.wa.gov. 

VIDEOS, BOOKS AND CDs AVAILABLE FOR LOAN

Book
HM50/164        HAZARDOUS MATERIALS MANAGEMENT; 

     DESK REFERENCE.  Copyright 2,000.  From the 

     Academy of Certified Hazardous Materials 

     Managers.  684 pages.  

Video &
HM50/113         From ATSDR.   Community Challenge:  

Manual                                  Hazardous Materials and the Emergency 

     Medical System.  This is a repeat, but I got   

     another tape.  The video has two parts, one 24 

     minutes and the other 25 minutes.  Made in the 

     1990s.  Very heavy on hospital needs and 

     patient needs.  A good video and manual 

     combination.

Video
FR100/72
     From EENET,  Fire Service Professionals  

     Qualification & Certification and You.  6-14-00

Video

FR100/70.11
     From EENET.  National Fire Incident Reporting    

                                             System (NFIRS)  Part II, 6-28-00

Video

FPP180/50.1      From EENET.  USAR & Family Response to 

                                             Disaster, Part I,  6-7-00.

Video

FPP180/50.11     From EENET.  USAR & Family Response to 

                                              Disasters, Part II, 7-5-00.

Video

EMDIS110/64        From EMI.  Sandbagging Demonstration 

          Video 15 minutes.

Video

EMDIS110/38.1     
From EENET.  Animals in Disasters, Part I,  

7-12-0. Part II is on EMDIS110/38.2

Video

EMDIS110/11.4.6    EENET.  National Alert Series.  Contains 

 segments on;  Police Shootings, News from 

 FEMA, Safe Rooms in the house and You 

 Are a Boater.  Boating safety. From 6-12-00

Video

EMDIS110/11.4.7     EENET.  National Alert Series, 7-19-00.  

  Contains segments on;  Safe Schools (on 

  school violence), Denver Rescue (a type of 

  rescue technique), News from FEMA, State 

  Police Helicopter (about a Maryland 

  helicopter unit).

HazMat TEAM PROFILE

One of these days we will get back to this feature.  All I need is a few more hours in the day.  Is there anyone who would like to volunteer their team?   It would be appreciated by us all.  Thank you.  

TERRORISM

1) If anyone is looking for a company that provides planning, on a major scale, for terrorism crisis and consequence management, I have several brochures, statements of work, locations where they have already done planning, and other related material.  If you are interested, refer to the “Baker Brochures” and I will get copies to you.  This is not an endorsement, but I have heard of several places looking for something similar to this. 

2) The NDPO has a new leader.  Tom Kinnally from the Kansas City office of the FBI will soon take the lead.  He takes over from Tom Kuker who left earlier this year.

3) TERMS:  TERRORISM.  BLOOD AGENT; An antiquated military term implying that the site of action of cyanides is in the blood, but more accurately is described as an oxygen blocker for every cell in the body, beginning with the blood.  BOTULISM;  Poisoning by botulinum toxin, which is produced by the bacillus Clostridium Botulinum.   It is anaerobic, and is usually 65% lethal.  BRITISH ANTI-LEWISITE; Therapeutic drug used as an antidote for Lewisite, is a heavy metal chelator, not often used, results are not guaranteed.  CARRIER; An individual who harbors specific disease organisms without showing symptoms, thus serving as a means of conveying infection.

4) If you have heard of the new FEMA “Emergency Response to Terrorism: Job Aid”, there are supposed to be a number of them ready from the USFA Publications Office.  They will take orders for up to 10 copies.  I have seen the aid, though I have not received one yet, and it looks very good.  There is supposed to be one mailed to each of the 33,000 fire departments in the country.  If you need more information, contact me.

5) Seattle will house one of the new FBI anti-terrorism teams.  It will be one of 30 task forces nationwide.  The team will coordinate with partners in the Customs Service, Secret Service, INS, IRS, Washington State Patrol, and several other agencies.  

6) New Book.  “Living Terrors: What America Needs to Know to Survive the Coming Bioterrorist Catastrophe.”  Delacorte Press.  The short review of this that I read made it sound very interesting.  Has anyone out there read this yet and want to give a report?

7) The US Public Health Service, Noble Training Center is offering courses for doctors, nurses and EMTs in how to deal with the victims of chemical terrorism.  This course started in the first part of September at Ft. McClellan.  Course costs and travel will be covered.  It is anticipated that as many as 4,400 students per year can be trained.  

8) I do not have a lot on this yet, but a new product on the market shows some promise.  The object looks like a large, bright orange sponge.  It is imbedded with an enzyme that breaks down nerve agents like sarin or VX.  In addition, it turns black when in contact with those agents, thus warning the responders.  The product is called EnzymeFoamD2-1.  More as it comes available.

9) A good website to check out if you are wondering what the Civil Support Teams are doing, www.defenselink.mil/specials/destruction. 

10) The newest course in FEMAs Higher Education Project is now available.  “Terrorism and Emergency Management”, developed by Dr. William Waugh from Georgia State University.  The course includes a 400 page instructor guide and addresses the nature of terrorism and its many forms and government policies and programs to reduce the risks, to manage terrorist events, and to deal with the consequence of terrorist violence.  To find out more about this course, visit, www.fema.gov/EMI/edu/higher.htm, or contact Wayne Blanchard at wayne.blanchar@fema.gov. 

11) Available from me, “1999 WMD Terrorism Chronology: Incidents Involving Sub-National Actors and Chemical, Biological, Radiological and Nuclear Materials.”  27 Pages.

12) TERRORISM ACRONYMS:  CDRG; Catastrophic Disaster Response Group.  CG; Military designation for respiratory agent phosgene.  CIRG; (FBI) Critical Incident Response Group.  CK; military designation for blood agent cyanogens chloride.  CN;  military designation for incapacitating agent mace (Chloroacetophenone), early formulation (pre 1959), commercially available for self-protection devices.

13) GLOSSARY OF TERMS, TERRORISM;  CELL; a small mass of protoplasm, generally including a nucleus, surrounded by a semi permeable membrane.  CHEMICAL AGENT;  A chemical substance that is intended for use in military operations to kill, seriously injure, or incapacitate people through its physiological effects.  CHEMICAL WARFARE AGENTS;  A chemical substance that is intended for use in military operations to kill, seriously injure, or incapacitate, and are usually divided into five groups; nerve, blood, respiratory (choking), incapacitating and blisters (vesicants).  CHOKING AGENTS;  Substances that irritate, inflame or cause physical injury to the tissues of the respiratory system, throat, nose and mouth.

14) On December 5 – 7 USAMRICD will present a live satellite broadcast of, “Medical Response to Chemical Warfare and Terrorism 2000.”    For more information on this course, and others, go to, http://ccc.apgea.army.mil. 









































































