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The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) is here to assist communities in responding to and recovering from disasters.  A part of FEMA’s responsibility is ensuring that the requirements of numerous environmental and historic preservation laws and Executive Orders are met.  It is necessary for any applicant receiving FEMA assistance to obtain required permits and comply with all applicable local, State and Federal laws.  Please be aware that failure to comply may jeopardize Federal funding. 

If you have any questions or need technical assistance, please contact a FEMA environmental specialist at the Olympia Disaster Field Office at (360) 596-3000.
AIR QUALITY AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS

The Washington Department of Ecology realizes that accommodations must be made to clear debris and support the ongoing recovery efforts necessitated by the Washington Nisqually Earthquake disaster.  Appropriate and timely disposal of waste materials is essential to protect the public health and safety and the environment.  

GENERAL DEBRIS MANAGEMENT:

Local officials who have chosen to transport all debris directly to an approved landfill or other approved disposal facility (dependent on waste type) are not exempt from the requirement that debris be separated into the waste categories as required and is prudent to the management of the landfill facility. 
In summary, local officials who have chosen disposal options that include burning, burying or stockpiling must document compliance with applicable Federal/State laws in order to be eligible for Federal reimbursement.  For more information on documentation requirements for the various disposal methods contact the Washington Department of Ecology at:


Northwest Regional Office, Peter Christiansen  (425) 649-7076


Southwest Regional Office, Laurie Davies
(360) 407-6381  

ASBESTOS:

The WA Department of Ecology and WA Department of Health, Office of Environmental Health and Safety normally requires notification prior to demolition or renovation to control emissions of particulate asbestos to outside air.  Each recommends required procedures be taken to reduce dispersal of asbestos during removal and transport of the debris to the disposal site.  Additionally, they request that any asbestos containing materials (ACM) not be burned but be separated for disposal in an approved landfill.  It is anticipated that only small amounts of ACM will be present in residential dwellings.  The primary source of ACM will be from commercial/industrial buildings in the following form:

· Thermal, fireproofing and acoustical insulation materials (insulation for boilers, pipes, incinerators, autoclaves, furnaces, cooling towers)

· Resilient floor tiles

· Roofing felt

Special care should be taken in the removal of these types of debris from commercial establishments that manufacture, sell or install ACM.

Regulatory authority, for asbestos, has been delegated to local air pollution control authorities/agencies.  Each authority has jurisdiction over one or multiple counties.  The basic requirements for repairing a facility suspected to have asbestos are:

1. If you are considering/doing a project where asbestos may be present, you are required to do an asbestos survey.

2. The asbestos survey is to be done by a currently certified AHERA building inspector.

3. There are public notification requirements associated with an asbestos survey.

4. If asbestos materials are found, in the work area, then this information should also be posted so that short-time visitors to the area or people passing by are notified of the asbestos hazard.

5. You are required to submit a notice of intent, to the appropriate clean air authority/agency, before beginning any work on an asbestos project.

The relevant authorities regarding asbestos are:
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Olympic Air Pollution Control Authority.

a.) Authority location: Olympia, WA


b.) Contact person and phone: Debbie Moody, (360) 438- 8768 ext. 102


c.) Counties served: Clallam, Grays Harbor, Jefferson, Mason, Pacific, Thurston.


d.) Web Site: http://www.oapca.org/asbestos.html


Puget Sound Clean Air Agency.

a.) Authority location: Seattle, WA

b.) Contact person and phone: Jay Willenberg, (360) 206- 343- 8800.  Toll free number

1- 800- 552- 3565.  

c.) Counties served: King, Pierce, Snohomish, Kitsap.

d.) Miscellaneous: this agency developed the asbestos regulations that are used by all the other western Washington authorities/agencies.  Consequently, this agency has a high degree of asbestos expertise. 

e.) Web Site: http://www.pscleanair.org/asbestos/asbe-cont-info.shtml


Southwest Clean Air Agency.

a.) Authority location: Vancouver, WA

b.) Contact person and phone: Dave Joyner, 360- 574- 3058 ext. 24.

c.) Counties served: Clark, Cowlitz, Lewis, Skamania.

d.) Web Site: http://www.swapca.org
Additional contacts/information can be found at:


Your Local Air Quality and/or Building Permit Authority.


WA Department of Ecology, Kathleen S. Johnson   (206) 553-1757

or Permit Assistance Center   1-800-917-0043.


WA Department of Health, Tim Hardin 
(360) 236-3363


WA Department of Labor and Industry for list of Certified Abatement Contractors



John Stebbins  (360) 902-5514 or Information and Assistance at 1-800-547-8367

EPA (U.S. Environmental Protection Agency) Region 10 at 1-800-424-4372 

or (206) 553-1200

DEBRIS BURNING:

The WA. Department of Ecology discourages open burning as a primary disposal technique.  State law banned certain types of material from open burning.  Those prohibited materials include: garbage, rubber products, asphalt, petroleum products, plastics, dead animals, paper treated wood, metal, cardboard, construction debris and any substance which when burned releases toxic emissions, dense smoke or obnoxious odors (other then natural vegetation).

Primary Contacts for Burning:

· WA Department of Ecology, Bruce Smith   (360) 407-6889/ (360) 407-6000

· Local air pollution control agency noted above

HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 

Per the WA Department of Ecology’s Hazardous Waste and Toxic Reduction Program, liquid paint and paint solvent mixtures may be dangerous waste because of ignitability, heavy metals content or the presence of toxic solvents.  Care should be taken in the handling and disposal of any lead based paints.  Contact your local jurisdiction or solid waste department on specific requirements for removal, transport and disposal of these materials.  The Department of Ecology’s toxics reduction specialists can also be contacted at the WA Department of Ecology’s Hazard Waste and Toxics Reduction Program:

Northwest Regional main Office, (425) 649-7000


Southwest Regional main Office, (360) 407-6300  

The following materials should be sorted for disposal in a landfill or as hazardous waste.  Some material may also be recycled.

· Explosives (ammunition, re-loading equipment, black powder, military ordinance, fireworks)

· Fuel containers, metal or plastic

· Pressurized gas cylinders/tanks (propane tanks, acetylene tanks, refrigerant containers)

· Containers of petroleum based liquids, solvents, chemicals, etc.

· Off road gas powered equipment (lawn mowers, tractors, edgers, leaf blowers and other lawn equipment, chain saws, 4-wheelers, etc.

· Lawn and garden supplies (fertilizers, pesticides, etc.)

· Pool chemicals

· Tires

· Automobile batteries

· Bicycles

· PVC pipe

· Large household appliances (refrigerators, freezers, stoves, washers, dryers, etc.)

· Radioactive waste

· Industrial/commercial hazardous waste

· Medical waste

· Automobiles

· Electrical transformers

Any appliances that could potentially contain Freon or other chloroflorocarbons (CFCs) cannot be disposed of until they have been certified as being free of Freon or CFCs.  

Please contact the local county solid waste office for proper disposal practices for any non-burnable hazardous substance or waste listed above.  Also, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is available to provide information and advise.

Contacts:  

· Local contacts can be found on the WA Dept. of Ecology Web site: http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/swfa/contact/othercontacts.html 

· 1-800-RECYCLE

· EPA Contact:  Larry Brusca at (206) 553-2597
· EPA (U.S. Environmental Protection Agency) Region 10 at 1-800-424-4372 

or (206) 553-1200 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION and CULTURAL RESOURCES

There are numerous historic structures within the disaster area.  They may be buildings, bridges or other structures.  Many of these structures are not on the National Register of Historic Places, but may be eligible for the National Register, which is the trigger for concern under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA).  This law requires FEMA to coordinate projects with the State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO).  The State of Washington SHPO is housed in the Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation.   

Additionally, in accordance with the NHPA and Government-to-Government agreements with Indian tribes, FEMA must consult with any appropriate Tribal Historic Preservation Officer (THPO) or designated tribal representative.  

Any structure receiving Federal assistance that is 50 years or older, or that otherwise has specific historical, cultural or architectural significance, must be reviewed under Section 106 before conducting any demolition, construction, or repair activity.  Additionally, some jurisdictions have local regulations that must be complied with.

FEMA is currently working with the State Historic Preservation Office to develop a Programmatic Agreement that will list exempted actions from the need for a full review under Section 106.  Upon completion of the Programmatic Agreement, the environmental section will advise the Public Assistance Coordinators of those exempted activities. 

Structures/Buildings:  Many of the declared counties have local offices that regulate or advise jurisdictions on the repair/rehabilitation/restoration of historic properties.  Please contact the appropriate office for local requirements:

Community


Contact


Phone

Centralia


David Eatwell

360-330-7662

Chehalis


Joann Schwartz

360-748-0271

King County


Julie Koler


206-296-8689

Pierce County

Airyang Julia Park

253-798-2783

Seattle


Karen Gordon 

206-684-0381

Historic Seattle

Heather MacIntosh

206-622-6952 x226

Shelton


Barb Robinson

360-432-5136

Snohomish County

Louise Lindgren

425-388-3311 x2372

Steilacoom


Caroline Gallacci

253-572-8779

Tacoma


Elizabeth Anderson

253-591-5220

Thurston County

Shanna Stevenson

360-786-5480

Olympia


       “

“

360-786-5745

Tumwater


       “

“


“

To expedite review by the SHPO for architectural work that involves historic and potentially historic structures (i.e., buildings, bridges or other structures), please ensure the following is included in the Project Worksheet:

· Project scope describing the property/structure(s), age, exact location/address (including GPS coordinates if possible), and, if known, current and past use

· Clear photographs, hard copy or digital (no photo copies or Polaroid’s please).

FEMA POC:

Stanley KS Chun


360-596-3353

SHPO POC:

Dr. Allyson Brooks, OAHP

360-407-0753
Archaeology:  Any previously undisturbed area that a proposed project receiving Federal assistance may impact, e.g., relocating a utility, road realignment, a material borrow pit for construction, or a new debris disposal pit or staging area, must be reviewed for archaeological concerns before initiating construction or activity.  FEMA has the database of known Archaeological sites.  Please include in the Project Worksheet the following:

· An accurate map of the project area, with the project boundary clearly indicated

(USGS topographic quad sheet whenever available)

· A brief description of all proposed work (include depth for subsurface impacts)

· NOTE - If any buried cultural materials are encountered after the work begins (e.g., wells, cisterns, foundations, basements, prehistoric Indian artifacts, or human burials), please cease work in that area and immediately call FEMA and the Washington State Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation.

To expedite reviews for any work that involves surface-level or subsurface ground disturbances, please contact:

FEMA POC:

Stanley KS Chun




360-596-3353

SHPO
POC:

Rob Whitlam, Archaeologist (subsurface)
360-407-0771

Greg Griffith, OAHP

  (surface-level)
360-407-0766

Cultural Resources

The Northwest has a rich cultural resource environment.  Careful coordination and consultation with the Northwest Tribes affected by this disaster will be required.  FEMA will conduct all coordination/consultation through the FEMA Tribal Liaison.  The Environmental Section is currently working on developing maps depicting Tribal treaty jurisdictions. 

FEMA POC:  
Stanley KS Chun


360-596-3353

Tribal Liaison

Delbert Brewer


360-596-3133

THREATENED AND ENDANGERED SPECIES

There are numerous Federally-listed species within the disaster area protected under the Endangered Species Act, including birds, mammals, fishes, and plants. Listed Salmonids (salmon and bull trout) are present in all declared counties.  If work will be conducted near a watercourse, the potential exists to affect those species.  Additionally, Bald Eagles are present throughout the declared areas.   A by-county list of species is available upon request.  Additional information can be coordinated with the FEMA Environmental section.

The local Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife biologist is the best source of information on potential to impact these species.  If you believe any State or Federally listed or proposed species may be affected (positively or negatively) by your actions, additional information can be obtained from:

· FEMA POC:
Environmental Section    x3355

· U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for Federally-listed threatened and endangered 

species, North Pacific Coast Eco-region, Western Washington Office  (360) 753-9440. 

· National Marine Fisheries Service, Main Office, (360) 753-9530 or

Northwest Office, (206) 526-6736.

· Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife: 
King, Snohomish, and Skagit Counties

Deborah Cornett Regional Habitat Program Manager 
WDFW Region 4 
16018 Mill Creek Boulevard 
Mill Creek, WA  98012-1269 
Tel:  425-775-1311 Ext 114 
FAX:  425-338-1066 

Pierce, Thurston, Kitsap, Mason, and Grays Harbor Counties

Sue Patnude, Regional Habitat Program Manager 
WDFW Region 6 
48 Devonshire Road 
Montesano, WA  98563-9618 
Tel:  360-249-1227 
FAX:  360-664-0689 

Lewis County

      Steve. Manlow, RHPM, Acting 

      2108 Grand Boulevard 

      Vancouver, WA  98661-4624 

      Tel:  360-906-67231 

      Fax:  360-906-6776/6777 

Bald Eagle Management Plan questions and referrals:

Elizabeth Rodrick, Land Conservation Manager

Wash. Dept. of Fish and Wildlife

600 Capitol WAY North 
Olympia, WA  98501-1091 

Tel:  360-902-2696 
FAX:  360-902-2162 

CLEAN WATER ACT  

Sec. 404 of the Clean Water Act, and Sec. 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act, applies to actions affecting waters of the United States.  Both laws are administered by the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers.  Examples of actions requiring permits include construction, demolition, and any dredging or filling in any part of surface water tributaries, including small streams, lakes, ponds, stock tanks, construction and mining pits, and wetlands.  Obtaining permits is the responsibility of the applicant.  Unless it is an emergency action, i.e., immediate threat to life or property, obtaining permits must be done prior to initiating any site activity.  

To obtain information on these requirements, including securing permits for this disaster, 

contact:  

· Olivia Romano, U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, Seattle District, NW Region,  (206) 764-3495.

· Web Site: http://www.nws.usace.army.mil/reg/reg.htm
EXECUTIVE ORDER (EO) 11988, FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT

Any new Federally funded construction in a floodplain must comply with EO 11988 and must follow the eight-step process, including public notification, as identified in 44 CFR Part 9.  For specific information contact: 

· Your local county or city floodplain administrator for specific information
· Department of Ecology, Tim D’Acci, at (360) 407-6796
· FEMA NFIP Administrator, Pat Massey, at (425) 487-4626.
Actions exempt from this EO are debris removal and repairs or replacements under Sec. 406, Stafford Act, which are under $5,000.
EXECUTIVE ORDER 11990, PROTECTION OF WETLANDS

Any modification to a wetland must comply with EO 11990 and must also follow the eight-step process, including public notification, as identified in 44 CFR Part 9.  Debris cannot be stored in a wetland, even temporarily.  To remove debris from a wetland or conduct any other demolition, repair or construction activity in a wetland please contact your local jurisdiction.  For federal permitting and approval please contact:

· U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, (206) 764-3495, or visit their website at http://www.nws.usace.army.mil/reg/reg.htm
U.S. Fish and Wildlife (360) 753-9440 or visit their website at 
" 

http://www.nwi.fws.gov/



DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY PERMITTING

In order to respond to the projects that are a result of the Nisqually earthquake, the Department of Ecology will streamline their permitting processes by the following:
· Shoreline Permits:  Early involvement with the local jurisdictions on projects will be key to streamlining the review process.  The Department of Ecology will meet with the local jurisdictions to determine which projects might need Ecology review and/or approval.  After this has been determined the Department of Ecology, along with the local jurisdiction, will prioritize the projects for review and permitting.  The POC is Wendy Bolender, Permit Assistance Center, 360-407-6957.
· Coastal Zone Management Act (CZM): The Department of Ecology has determined that the required public notice for those activities/projects is covered under FEMA’s public notice.  The applicant must still submit a federal consistency statement form to Ecology.  For those activities/projects not covered under FEMA’s notice, Ecology may choose on a case-by-case basis not to require the public notice since these activities are under a federal emergency declaration.
· 401 Certifications Ecology will defer to the US Army Corp of Engineers (USACE).  The USACE usually issues Nationwide Permits (NWP) #3 and also has the ability to do emergency exemptions, but Ecology will need formal notification of USACE determination.  Ecology will coordinate with the Corp on projects covered by other NWP’s to streamline the process if needed.
REMINDER

Any applicant for FEMA assistance must obtain and comply with all local, State and Federal environmental and historic preservation laws, requirements, approvals, and permits.  Please be aware that failure to comply may jeopardize Federal funding, so let us know if we can provide you with any assistance.

For FEMA general environmental information also see Internet address: 


" 

http://www.fema.gov/Reg-X/env_index.htm 


ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS

GENERAL GUIDANCE TO APPLICANTS

For PUBLIC ASSISTANCE

Numerous Federal environmental and historic preservation laws require compliance in order for applicants to receive ANY Federal funds for projects.  The following are the laws that usually affect FEMA funded projects:

	· National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)

· Endangered Species Act

· National Historic Preservation Act

· Resource Conservation & Recovery Act

· Coastal Barrier Resources Act

· Comprehensive Environmental, Response,  

      Compensation & Liability Act (CERCLA)
	· EO 11990 Wetlands Protection

· EO 11988 Floodplain Management

· EO 12898 Environmental Justice

· EO 12941 Seismic Safety 

· Clean Water Act (Section 404)

· Clean Air Act


Applicants are essentially allowed to complete the following work in accordance with specific policy guidance from FEMA:

· Emergency Actions (e.g. search and rescue, emergency care, issues of life safety)

· Debris Removal (not necessarily disposal or storage/staging)

· Repairs/restoration to pre-disaster condition (with no significant change in footprint to include the construction area), unless the structure is older than 50 years

· Temporary repairs, unless the structure is older than 50 years

Before the following actions can be taken, NEPA and other environmental and historic preservation considerations must be addressed:

· Clean up and/or disposal of oil and hazardous materials.

· Debris disposal (other than to a permitted landfill).

· Any project where the footprint is different than pre-disaster condition

· Projects with Section 406 mitigation

· Any project affecting a historic, or potentially historic, site or structure

· Any project affecting a threatened, endangered or proposed species

· Any project affecting a wetland

· Any project affecting a floodplain

· Any project with known or suspected environmental concerns

The following actions, whether approved by State or FEMA, must have an environmental review by FEMA prior to initiating construction:

· Improved projects

· Alternate projects

· Other projects in which the approved scope of work has been changed.
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