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National Fire Protection Association (NFPA)

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 

National Partnership Agreement

This agreement is designed to establish a working relationship between the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA), the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), and FEMA’s Project Impact – Building a Disaster Resistant Community initiative.

Background

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)

FEMA’s mission is to reduce the loss of life and property and to protect institutions from all hazards by leading and supporting the Nation in a comprehensive, risk-based emergency management program of mitigation, preparedness, response, and recovery. 

The increasing number and severity of natural disasters over the past decade has demanded that FEMA take action to reduce the threat that earthquakes, hurricanes, tornadoes, severe storms, floods and fires impose upon the Nation's economy and the safety of its citizens.  With Project Impact—Building Disaster Resistant Communities, FEMA is changing the way America deals with disasters.  Project Impact helps communities build their own capabilities to protect themselves from the devastating effects of natural disasters and to dramatically reduce the loss of life and property. 

A nationwide initiative, Project Impact employs a common-sense, damage-reduction approach, basing its work and planning on three simple principles: preventive actions must be decided at the local level; private sector participation is vital; and long-term efforts and investments in prevention measures are essential.

The incentive is clear: a disaster resistant community is able to withstand the impact of a natural disaster with far less property damage, thus lowering repair costs.  Moreover, the time lost from productive activity is minimized for both businesses and their employees.

To launch Project Impact, FEMA partnered with seven pilot communities across the country.  Encouraged by the results and by the enthusiastic commitment exhibited at the local level, FEMA has since expanded the Project Impact initiative to include nearly 200 communities and over 1,100 private sector and non-profit organizations as Project Impact partners.  This has been a unique undertaking.  Using the Project Impact network, FEMA disseminates information on the latest technology and mitigation practices to local communities, where this information is needed most.  To support these communities, FEMA offers expertise and technical assistance from the national and regional level and includes other federal agencies and states in the equation. 

National Fire Protection Association (NFPA)

Since 1896 the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) has been the leading developer of codes and standards designed to protect the public from the effects of fire and other hazards.  NFPA codes and standards are developed in an open consensus process and are a crucial component in an effort to reduce the Nation’s vulnerability to natural hazard events.  Overall, local government adoption of NFPA codes and standards, consideration of the National Earthquake Hazards Reduction Program [NEHRP], and compliance with the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) will enhance the Association’s efforts to protect public safety from fire and other hazards, and will help communities become more disaster resistant. 

Purpose

FEMA and NFPA will coordinate efforts, through NFPA’s consensus process, to provide the public with the best hazard protection available.  As such, FEMA and NFPA will work together to develop, adopt, and enforce NFPA codes and standards, to help local governments seek equivalency with the National Earthquake Hazards Reduction Program (NEHRP) and compliance with the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP). 

Additionally, as a “fire service” organization listed in the April 1999 Fire Services-FEMA MOU, NFPA will help FEMA establish a Project Impact Fire Services Partnership for Disaster Preparedness, Mitigation, Response and Recovery. This partnership will work together to achieve mutual loss-reduction goals and to make their representatives available to consult with FEMA on ways to improve and successfully apply the Project Impact initiative in jurisdictions around the country.  Such FEMA-NFPA cooperation will play a significant role in helping communities protect lives and property from natural hazard events.  

NFPA shall perform the commitments specified in Appendix A and FEMA shall perform the commitments specified in Appendix B.

Agreed this ______ of May, 2000

____________________



_____________________

James Lee Witt




George D. Miller

Director





President

Federal Emergency Management Agency

National Fire Protection Association
Appendix A

NFPA’s Commitment


For the purposes of this National Partnership Agreement, NFPA will:
1) Promote the Project Impact Initiative and FEMA’s mitigation activities by:

(a) Using NFPA publications to inform the public of Project Impact activities.

(b) Working with appropriate NFPA member sections to broaden NFPA and community participation in Project Impact initiatives.

(c) Consider carrying out risk assessments of NFPA facilities and developing a mitigation benefits package for the association’s employees.

(d) Distribute Project Impact information at appropriate NFPA exhibit booths during the terms of this agreement.

(e) Disseminate Project Impact information through code officials in state and local jurisdictions.

(f) Continuing to work towards achieving compliance with the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP).

(g) Continuing to work towards achieving substantial equivalence with the National Earthquake Hazards and Reduction Program (NEHRP).

2) Provide Direct Assistance to Project Impact Communities by:

(a) Increasing the technical knowledge base and capabilities of code officials on Project Impact Communities by educating them on the natural hazard mitigation aspects of NFPA codes.

(b) Making staff resources available to Project Impact Communities for NFPA code and standards adoption efforts.

(c) Recruiting and educating code officials in Project Impact Communities so that they may play an active role in building disaster resistant communities 


(3) Facilitate FEMA’s involvement in NFPA’s codes and standards development process by: 

(a) Advocating ways to develop, adopt, and enforce NFPA codes and standards that are substantially equivalent to the National Earthquake Hazards Reduction Program (NEHRP) and compliant with the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP).

(b) Appointing FEMA representatives to NFPA Technical Committees. 

(c) Helping FEMA  representatives to effectively participate in NFPA’s codes and standards development process.

4)
Utilize training and other public activities to promote, at the community level (particularly within Project Impact communities), the roles that codes and standards, the fire service, public authorities, and private organizations play in disaster mitigation, response, and recovery.

5)
Promote this Agreement by:

(a) Including FEMA-NFPA press releases and promotions in NFPA’s web site for two weeks after the effective date of this agreement. 

(b) Working with designated FEMA personnel to coordinate other public announcements concerning this agreement’s implementation.

(c) Providing press releases regarding other Agreement activities on an “as needed basis” to be coordinated with a FEMA representative.

6) Work with FEMA to develop a FEMA/NFPA joint strategy and implementation plan to promote adoption of codes that enhance the disaster resistance of the built environment, as well as effective and efficient use of scarce federal resources.  Such a strategy should consider methods to ensure that NFPA codes and standards are equivalent to NEHRP and compliant with the NFIP.

7) Work with FEMA to develop strategies that will allow both entities to complete the commitments listed in this agreement.

Appendix B

FEMA’s Commitment

For the purposes of this National Partnership Agreement, FEMA will:

1) Participate in NFPA’s codes and standards development process to ensure that codes and standards are designed to: mitigate damage caused by natural hazard events (including wild-land fires); are substantially equivalent to the NEHRP Recommended Provisions; and comply with the NFIP.

2) Advocate local government adoption of NEPA codes and standards, as well as other suitable codes and standards.  FEMA recognizes the important role that NFPA’s codes and standards play in protecting lives and property and supports their adoption.  Additionally, FEMA encourages any effort to develop, adopt, and enforce NFPA codes and standards to consider NEHRP provisions and NFIP compliance. 

3) Encourage state and local emergency management personnel to support the adoption of NEPA codes and standards and other suitable codes and standards as part of an overall strategy to build disaster resistant communities.

4) Work with NFPA to develop a strategy that promotes the adoption of NFPA codes and standards (which are equivalent to NEHRP and comply with the NFIP), and educates adopting authorities about the important roles that codes and standards play in disaster mitigation, response, and recovery.

5) Assist NFPA with any efforts to carry out risk assessments of the association’s facilities and to develop a mitigation benefits package for its employees.

6) Promote this National Partnership Agreement by:

(a) Including FEMA-NFPA press releases and promotions in FEMA’s web site for two weeks after the effective date of this agreement.

(b) Working with designated NFPA personnel to coordinate other public announcements concerning this agreement’s implementation.

(c) Develop Project Impact case studies to be used in educating code officials to the role they have in disaster mitigation.

7) Work with NFPA to develop strategies that will facilitate the efforts of both entities to complete the commitments listed in this agreement.
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