Louisiana Mitigation Successes

In a performance analysis completed after Tropical Storm Allison of eight jurisdictions, $3.5 million in expenditure of federal funds saved $7.8 million in future damages.  These same jurisdictions have been affected by Hurricane Lili, although the extent of damages sustained and damages avoided has not yet been assessed.

A few mitigation accomplishments are listed below:

City of Covington

· The cost of a project to elevate five repetitive loss properties in the City of Covington (St. Tammany Parish) was $537,300.  This was funded through HMGP and the property owners.  Future damages avoided are estimated at $6,892,700.
East Baton Rouge Parish

· An auto parts store was elevated at a cost of $150,000.  Damages avoided when Tropical Storm Allison hit were estimated at over $500,000.

· Two weeks before Tropical Storm Allison made landfall, a repetitive loss structure was acquired for the prize of $122,580.  The HMGP portion of this cost was $91,935.  The house had five feet of water in it after the storm.

Jefferson Parish

· Jefferson Parish is spending $324 million in federal and local funds to improve their storm water management system.  This parish, which has 5,495 repetitive loss properties (the highest number in the nation), had only 61 structures flooded in Tropical Storm Allison.  The storm occurred prior to completion of the project.  Officials expect even more impressive results once the project is finished.

City of Mandeville

· Approximately $630,000 was spent on dry floodproofing four repetitive loss structures, both residential and commercial.  The structures have experienced no flooding in two storms since the mitigation efforts were completed.

St. James Parish

· St. James Parish spent approximately $645,000 to replace and improve drainage ditches and culverts in flood-prone areas.  Savings are estimated in the millions.  No flooding has been experienced in the areas since the project was completed in the 1990s.

