Department of the Army (DA)

Army Corps of Engineers (Corps)

Signed March 2000

This MOA was developed to improve cooperation and consistency between FEMA’s Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) open space acquisition projects and Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) flood damage reduction levee projects.  The agreement is designed to promote consistency between the two programs and establishes a standard process for addressing existing conflicts.

The MOA primarily focuses on joint coordination procedures to ensure that HMGP acquired lands are permanently preserved for open space uses.  These procedures are intended to make the Corps and applicant community aware of the HMGP’s deed-restriction requirements at the earliest stages of project development.

Joint Coordination Procedures
· FEMA Regional Offices and Corps District Offices coordinate on an on-going basis to make certain that local governments understand that the acceptance of HMGP funds for the purchase of flood-prone properties precludes any later construction of flood damage reduction levees on those parcels.  

· Local governments developing HMGP acquisition projects undergo a pre-application planning process, in cooperation with the Corps, to assist community applicants in making an informed decision that fully considers both structural and non-structural measures before proceeding with an open space acquisition project.  

· FEMA and the Corps coordinate prior to the commencement of acquisition projects or flood damage reduction levees, respectively, to avoid landuse incompatibilities.

