Summary of Established and Developing Interagency Agreements

FEMA Mitigation and Project Impact

Economic Development Administration (EDA)                 

Department of Commerce

Signed January 1999

This agreement focuses on interagency cooperation at the Headquarters and Regional levels, specifically between the Department of Commerce’s Natural Disaster Reduction Initiative (NRDI) and Project Impact.  EDA’s role in NRDI is to provide communities impacted by natural disasters with mitigation support to save jobs and reduce the cost and damage of future disasters.

This MOU focuses on coordinating the missions of Project Impact and NRDI to help communities in both the pre- and post-disaster environments. 

Areas of Cooperation

Policy coordination

Coordination of program activities

State and local technical assistance and planning support

Field operations

Public outreach and education

Training



Department of Energy (DOE)

Signed December 1999

This agreement is specifically between FEMA’s Mitigation Directorate, Project Impact, and DOE’s Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy (EERE).  Signed by DOE’s Under Secretary T.J. Glauthier, this document expresses the mutual agreement of both parties to utilize EERE technologies, information, expertise, and practices to help communities become more disaster resistant.

Addenda or Action Items

Sustainable Development

Million Solar Roofs Program

Weatherization Assistance Program

Technology Deployment for Disaster Mitigation

Laboratory Technical Assistance Program

Rebuild America Program

The above six programs are run by DOE’s Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy.  EERE has agreed to coordinate their efforts with FEMA’s Mitigation Directorate and Project Impact to provide communities with coordinated and efficient DOE/FEMA assistance. 





Department of Transportation (DOT)

Signed March 2000

This agreement is between FEMA, Project Impact, and DOT.  Signed by DOT’s Secretary Rodney E. Slater, this document expresses the mutual agreement of both parties to utilize DOT and FEMA technologies, information, expertise, and practices to help communities become more disaster resistant.

Areas of Cooperation

Risk Assessment and Prioritization

Mitigation and Risk Reduction

Preparedness

Response and Recovery

Land-Use Planning

Transportation Planning

Growth Management 

Economic Development

United States Department of Agriculture (USDA)

Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)

Signed April 2000
This MOU is designed to establish and strengthen a working relationship between the United States Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), FEMA’s Mitigation Directorate, and Project Impact.  Generally, the agreement focuses on enhancing agency coordination, coordinating program activities, and providing technical assistance and planning support to state and local governments.  The agreement also addresses the issues of field operations, resource management, public outreach, education, and training.

Addenda or Action Items 

Resource Conservation and Development Program

Emergency Watershed and Protection Program

Watershed Surveys and Planning

Conservation and Technical Assistance

Watershed Operations – Small Watershed Program

Wetlands Reserve Program

Similar to the FEMA/DOE agreement, NRCS has agreed to work with FEMA and Project Impact to coordinate these NRCS programs with FEMA’s mitigation and Project Impact efforts at the community level.  

Proposed Cooperative Pilot

This pilot is designed to help two Project Impact Communities address specific small dam issues and to implement measures designed to reduce and/or eliminate identified flood risks.

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)

Department of Commerce
Signed May 2000
NOAA has the capability to provide strong support for Project Impact, particularly in the arena of their Coastal Zone Management Program.  Signed by NOAA’s Director Dr. D. James Baker, this document expresses the mutual agreement of both parties to utilize NOAA and FEMA technologies, information, expertise, and practices to help communities become more disaster resistant.



Risk Assessment and Prioritization

Mitigation and Risk Reduction

Preparedness

Response and Recovery

Land-Use Planning

Environmental Management and Coastal & Marine Resource Conservation

Public-Private, Interagency, and International Partnership Development

Growth Management

Economic Development

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
Signed August 2000
This agreement focuses on coordinating program activities, and providing technical assistance and planning support to states, local governments, and Project Impact Communities. The agreement also addresses the issues of field operations, resource management, public outreach, education, and training.

Addenda or Action Items 

National Estuary Program

Marine Pollution Control Program

Source Water Protection Program

Watershed Approach and Watershed Academy

Wetlands Program

American Indian Environmental Programs

Nonpoint Source Control Program

Municipal Support and Small Communities Programs

Clean Water State Revolving Fund Program

Effluent Guidelines Program

US Forest Service, USDA 

Signed September 2000 

This agreement revolves around interagency cooperation and focuses on coordinating program activities, and providing technical assistance and planning support to states, local governments, and Project Impact Communities. The agreement also addresses the issues of field operations, resource management, public outreach, education, and training.

Addenda or Action Items

Natural hazard risk assessment, management and reduction

Preparedness and emergency management 

State, regional and local mitigation planning

Community level action plans

National Forest level planning 

Cooperative Fire planning 

Resource Conservation and Development Councils

Regional and state associations

Large-scale watershed health, restoration, and management 

Economic Action Program activities

Sustainable natural resource management and development  

General Services Administration (GSA)

Signed October, 2000

A final version of this agreement is ready for signature.  GSA already has signed agreements with DOE and EPA, and the Administration is continuing to look for partners to help them with their program “Planet GSA.”  This program is aimed at designing and adjusting Federal activities so that they become more environmentally friendly.  Planet GSA is divided into four categories: “Buying Green” (environmentally friendly procurement practices), “Building Green” (employing sustainable design principles to all phases of federal facilities), Driving Green (promoting alternative Federal commuting strategies) and “Saving Green” (promoting energy-efficient and water-conserving measures at Federal facilities).

The MOU between GSA and FEMA generally states that the two agencies will work together to coordinate – when practical – Planet GSA and Project Impact.  

In addition to describing the various aspects of Planet GSA, the agreement makes three important statements regarding coordination between GSA and Project Impact:

(1)
GSA will consider consulting with FEMA when developing plans to build or renovate Federal facilities.  

(2)
GSA will provide FEMA with public utility networking contacts, and, when possible, help FEMA get public utility suppliers involved community Project Impact initiatives.   

(3)
GSA will help distribute Project Impact information.

US Geological Survey (USGS)

Signed December, 2000

This agreement encourages interagency cooperation to advance mutual objectives through Project Impact and USGS’ natural hazards programs.

Addenda or Action Items  

Policy coordination

Coordination of program activities

State and local technical assistance and planning support

Field operations

Public outreach and education

Resource management

FEMA/USGS participation in the National Digital Orthophoto Partnership Program

National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA)

Signed December, 2000

This agreement is designed to advance mutual objectives through Project Impact, other FEMA initiatives, and NASA’s Earth Science Enterprise.  This cooperative effort will attempt to align NASA’s natural hazards research and development activities with the operational requirements of emergency management practitioners.  The agreement also will help FEMA and other emergency management entities utilize new science and space technologies.
Addenda or Action Items 

Policy coordination

Coordination of program activities

State and local technical assistance and planning support

Field operations

Public outreach and education

Resource management
Participation in a Joint Working Group on Technologies and Emergency Management
Rural Utilities Service – US Department of Agriculture

Signed January, 2001

This agreement is designed to advance mutual objectives through Project Impact, other FEMA initiatives, and USDA’s Rural Utilities Service. This MOU reflects the mutual desire of both parties to utilize the Rural Utilities Service’s (RUS) network of economic development, electric, telecommunications, water, and environmental related strategies, expertise, technologies, and programs in a partnership effort to help communities reduce their vulnerability to natural hazard events.

Addenda or Action Items 

· Risk Assessment and Prioritization;

· Mitigation and Risk Reduction;

· Preparedness and Emergency Management

· Response and Recovery;

· Land-Use Planning;

· Environmental Planning and Management;

· Watershed Health and Restoration;

· Protection of Rural Telecommunications Systems;

· Sustaining and Protecting Rural Electrical Programs and Systems;

· Developing and Protecting Rural Water and Waste Disposal Systems;

· Ecosystem Planning and Management;

· Resource and Growth Management; and

· Economic Development.

Office of Critical Infrastructure, US Department of Energy

Signed January, 2001

This MOU reflects the mutual desire of both parties to utilize DOE’s network of Energy Sector methodologies, tools, technologies, practices, and programs and FEMA’s programs in natural hazard assessment and mitigation in a partnership effort to help regions and communities reduce their vulnerability to hazard events and achieve sustainable disaster resistance.

Addenda of Action Items

· Working with utility and transportation systems (including oil, gas, and electric power systems) to identify where needs exist for improvements in current design and assessment practices to improve performance in natural hazards.

· Working with communities and industry to develop ways to mitigate vulnerabilities to utility and transportation systems from natural hazards.

· Planning and conducting outreach to foster cooperation and participation in the development and adoption of guidelines and standards to reduce the impact of natural hazards on their systems.
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