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KATIE COURIC: For the past week the Federal Emergency Management Agency has had teams in place at the World Trade Center as we just heard. …. are searching for survivors.  And FEMA will take a lead role in the long term recovery effort.  Joe Allbaugh is the Director of FEMA.  Mr. Allbaugh, good morning to you.

DIRECTOR JOE ALLBAUGH: Good morning, Katie.

KATIE COURIC: I know you were at the site yesterday.  In fact you have visited it periodically for the last several days.

DIRECTOR JOE ALLBAUGH: Correct.

KATIE COURIC: How has the site changed since you saw it the first time Wednesday following the attacks?

DIRECTOR JOE ALLBAUGH: Well Wednesday it was devastation.  We hadn’t really had our teams in place to move as much debris as we needed to. Now they are really working quickly and as fast as they can on the peripheries so to facilitate removal of a hundred, well it’s a million-two tons, 1.2 million tons of debris.

KATIE COURIC: How much of that debris has actually been transported?  I know about read about trucks taking the debris…

DIRECTOR JOE ALLBAUGH: I think there’s probably 55 thousand tons.  Not very much quite frankly when think about it, but we have men and women down there just working their hearts out trying to get to individuals who may be alive.  Every minute that goes by is a minute against us.

KATIE COURIC: The actual wreckage it’s self look pretty much the same, then it’s just the periphery that that has been cleaned out…

DIRECTOR JOE ALLBAUGH: We need to clear it, we need to clear the streets.  Make sure everyone is safe so the environment, you know, we can

really ___ quite frankly.

KATIE COURIC: The Urban Search and Rescue Teams have been dispatched by your agency have been working to try to find people as we just saw on David Bloom’s “Underground”.  How do you ….

DIRECTOR JOE ALLBAUGH:  It is extremely dangerous.  Right now though they are looking for voids for (truck) still may be alive.  We have all the dogs working.  Each ___ that the dogs.  They go into the places that I’m not sure if anyone should have to go into.  These men and women love doing this and the (truck noise) Their lives are at risk during this process.

KATIE COURIC: I heard not to long ago that the dogs….

DIRECTOR JOE ALLBAUGH: Yes.

KATIE COURIC: …  that area …concerned.

DIRECTOR JOE ALLBAUGH: It is.

KATIE COURIC: You know where they should look and where they should…

DIRECTOR JOE ALLBAUGH: It is very difficult.  The dogs are even ___ many of them come back to the Center all cut up and we have vets there taking care of them everyday.  Bandaged up and just like the men and women end up.  And USR Teams are their shoulder to shoulder with New York City’s finest the Fire Department and the Police Department.  I have to tell you Rudy Giuliani and his team, Mr. Kerik, Mr. Tommy Von Essen have provided the leadership for their City that needs to remain in tack for the foreseeable future in order to help the City maintain the confidence to get through this.  

KATIE COURIC: In fact you said to me before we went on the air, that had this been any other city perhaps in the United States FEMA’s response would have been quite different because no other city probably could have handled this.

DIRECTOR JOE ALLBAUGH: Except for Los Angeles.  But even the magnitude of this distraction and the size of most departments.  This is an Overwhelming project.  But the spirit has risen and we’ll get through this.  It’s incredible the talent that is available.  And the main thing that folks, everyone wants to help right now Katie.  The best thing they can do is donate money because we now to think about not only the responding and recovering but those kids and their grandkids their future.  Making sure they’re taken care of.

KATIE COURIC: And FEMA will be on the scene, on the case for the foreseeable future.

DIRECTOR JOE ALLBAUGH: For as long as it takes.  

KATIE COURIC: What will your primary role be?

DIRECTOR JOE ALLBAUGH: Right now we’re focused on the families.  Making sure that they’re getting proper counseling, unemployment benefits are available, temporary housing, we want to make sure that the right resources are connected to those families that need help.

KATIE COURIC: Joe Allbaugh, Director of FEMA.  Thanks so much for coming in.

DIRECTOR JOE ALLBAUGH: Thanks Katie.  Any time.     
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