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Living with Water: How the Netherlands 

Prevents Flood Disasters 
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PrepTalks Resource Lists highlight publicly available materials that relate to the PrepTalk topic. These 
resources provide a more in-depth understanding of the topic to enhance the whole community discussion.  

Living with Water: How the Netherlands Prevents Flood Disasters 

• The Delta Programme 
https://english.deltacommissaris.nl/delta-programme 
The national Delta Programme is in place to protect the Netherlands from high water and flooding, to 
ensure a sufficient supply of fresh water, and to contribute to rendering the Netherlands climate-proof 
and water-resilient. This website provides background information on the Delta Programme and outlines 
its content. 

• The Netherlands in the USA  
o Rebuild By Design 

http://nlintheusa.com/rebuild-by-design/ 
A component of the Hurricane Sandy Rebuilding Task Force, Rebuild By Design, was a new kind of 
design competition placing substantive collaboration between designers, researchers, community 
members, and government officials at the heart of the creative process 

o Overview of Dutch Watch Management: Trade, Innovation, and Security 
https://nlintheusa.com/water/ 
In the last 800 years, the Dutch have created innovative solutions to water-related problems that 
threaten communities, economic capital, and quality of life. A series of measures help keep Dutch 
cities safe and attractive, including multifunctional levees, flood-resilient buildings, and green 
infrastructure. 

o American new coverage of Dutch Water Management 
http://nlintheusa.com/coverage-of-dutch-water-management/ 
Media articles of Dutch collaboration with U.S. cities to improve water management.  

• Dutch DialoguesTM – Transforming land use by focusing first on water 
The Dutch Dialogues began as a collaboration with the Royal Netherlands Embassy and the American 
Planning Association after Hurricane Katrina. Local and international urban design and water sector 
experts convened to reimagine how the fundamental qualities of water and the landscape can reshape 
the way we live. 

o Louisiana https://www.usgbc.org/articles/dutch-dialogues-new-orleans-talks-resiliency-netherlands 
o South Carolina http://www.historiccharleston.org/dutch-dialogues/  
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• Global l Center on Adaptation - How 5 Cities are Tackling Rising Sea Levels  
https://gca.org/solutions/this-is-how-5-cities-are-tackling-rising-sea-levels 
Two-thirds of the world’s biggest cities are located along its 1.6 million kilometers of shoreline, and sea 
levels are rising. Five examples of what cities are doing to prepare. 
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